
TOWN OF DENNIS 
Annual Town Meeting 

Warrant 
And 

Recommendations 
Of the  

Finance Committee 

Fiscal 2010 

May 5, 2009 
7:00 PM, Tuesday 

Nathaniel Wixon Middle School 
Please bring this Report to the Town Meeting



10

After months of deliberations, public hearings and cooperation between the 
Board of Selectmen, Town Administrator, Assistant Town Administrator, 
Financial Team and Department Managers, we presented a balanced FY 2010 
Operating Budget to the Finance Committee. It requires a great deal of teamwork 
by all to achieve the goal of keeping the budget within constraints of Proposition 2 
½ without reducing essential services.  As always, we try to provide an acceptable 
level of service to the citizens of Dennis. 

The municipal operating Budget is presented to you under Article 4.  Fixed 
costs, energy and utility costs, petroleum costs, health insurance and employment 
benefits that were increasing at rates that far exceeded the 2½% allowed by the 
annual levy limit last year have bottomed some.  Every effort has been made to 
minimize budget growth while fulfilling our employee compensation contractual 
obligations.  This has not been easy as the State has pulled back on its commitment 
to laid to local government and the poor economy has caused us to scale back our 
local receipt estimates. None the less, the proposed budget reflects departmental 
costs that could be sustained without a significant loss of service.   

The Dennis-Yarmouth Regional School District Budget is presented as 
Article 8.  The District School Committee has done an incredible job at balancing 
their need to maintain a quality education product for our children while 
responding to demands to minimize the impact of thi
pressure to reduce the assessment has been almost too pronounced. It is unrealistic 
to expect that the District School Committee will be able to repeat their budget 
performance next year without severely compromising services that the Town of 
Dennis believes are essential to providing a quality education to our children.   

Cape Cod Regional Technical High School is a highly successful academic 
and vocational education system and has recently seen an increase in the number of 
Dennis students attending.  There are 12 Cape Cod member towns.  The 
assessment to each town has been calculated on the Chapter 70 formula since 
1993.  We ask your support for the portion that Dennis must pay by supporting 
Article 11. 
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The Capital Budget is presented under Articles 13, 14 and 15 and is 
intrinsically connected . This year unlike previous 

plan differs from the Finance Committee in that we believe that investing regularly 
in capital without an override of Proposition 2 and ½ is possible if the Town is able 
to better utilize its debt capacity and its great credit rating.  Plan on a vigorous 
debate on this issue.  We are making progress!   

The Capital Outlay Committee is charged with the responsibility of 
reviewing and evaluating all requests from Town department heads as well as the 
Dennis Schools for capital projects, improvements and equipment. The committee 
considers the relative need, timing, and impact each request will have on the 
financial position of the Town and the services that are provided.  They submit 
their recommendations to the Board of Selectmen for the current year as well as a 
five-year projection.  Finding sufficient funding to meet our capital needs 
continues to be a challenge.  As annual needs are left unfunded, the replacement 
and maintenance costs are being compounded yearly.  The annual requests this 
year were approximately $4,000,000.  Historically, Dennis has used 
the funding mechanism for capital outlay. Over the past several years, the 

own has used more and more to 
pay for ever rising fixed costs in the operational budget.  Without a permanent 
funding source, it has been extremely difficult to plan for replacement and repairs 
of our capital assets.  The time has come to secure a reliable funding source.  We 
think our plan to be explained under Article 14 is the start of something good for 
the Town.  The Finance Committee has not supported this concept and is opposed 
to borrowing. They are recommending that voters approve a referendum to tax 
themselves more on Election Day. We believe there is a better and more 
predictable way to meet some of our more immediate capital needs without the 
need for a Proposition 2 ½ exclusion vote.   

Article 15 lists the same capital projects and equipment as Article 14, but, is 
contingent on a Capital Expenditure Exclusion.  A positive vote for an Exclusion 
will authorize a one-time one year only expenditure of $1.1M.  It requires a 
positive vote Town Meeting night and a positive vote on Question 1, on the May 
12, 2009, ballot.   
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There are three articles (Articles 20 -22) that pertain to municipal employee 
compensation.  This year, the remaining three collective bargaining agreements 
that were not ready for Town Meeting approval last year have been or are in the 
processes of being negotiated.  At the time of this report, two contract settlements 
had been reached with the Board of Selectmen and need your support. 

Dennis is rich in natural resources. Maintaining our waterways has been a 
challenge for us but, doing so is critical if we are to maintain access to these 
wonderful resources.   Articles 32 through article 36 offer an opportunity for us to 
invest in our environment.  

The Board of Selectmen is committed to finding ways to help for the citizens 
of Dennis to take advantage of the new technologies that would allow us to lessen 
our dependency on fossil fuels while at the same time allowing our citizens an 
opportunity to reduce their energy bills Articles 37, 38 and 39 will allow for 
renewable energy technology to be constructed in specific areas in Town. We ask 
that you listen carefully to the presentations made by the sponsors or petitioners as 
they believe the articles they address are in the best interests of all residents.   

It is the hope of the Board of Selectmen that you attend the Annual Town 
Meeting on May 5, 2009 beginning at 7:00 PM at the Nathaniel H. Wixon Middle 
School.  We also ask that you cast your vote at the Town Election on Tuesday, 
May 12, 2009.  It is your participation in deciding these issues that will have a 
lasting impact on the future and quality of life in our Town.  It is our privilege to 
serve you. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sheryl A. McMahon, Chair   
Charles Crowell, Vice Chair 
Paul R. McCormick, Clerk 
Heidi S. Schadt 
Wayne Bergeron 
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As the long cold winter has come to an end and we seek to enjoy the 
new growth and warmth of spring we join once again for one of New 
England nnual Town Meeting.  In various forms, 
this annual rite has served hearty New Englanders for over three hundred 
years.  From the early gathering of farmers and sea captains to 
meeting of our community of citizens, the right and duty to participate in 
how we are governed is a time honored tradition. 
 

Over many of those long cold winter nights, your Finance Committee 
met with the town administrative staff, department heads and the Board of 
Selectmen.  The results of those meetings are contained herein in the 
Recommendations of the Finance Committee. These recommendations 
are presented to you after much discussion and review of each article.  The 
Finance Committee must use its collective judgment in its attempt to balance 
all requests as they relate to the ability of our taxpayers to fund both the 
budget and other warrant articles. 
 

While looking at our local financial issues we cannot ignore the 
critical financial issues facing our national and state economy.  The daily 
stories of the complex financial situations such as foreclosures, loss of jobs, 
declining retirement funds and lack of credit all have an eventual tricking 
down effect to the local level.  Your Finance Committee believes because 

weather this economic downturn that is affecting cities and town not only in 
Massachusetts but across this country.  We must continue to be vigilant in 
containing new spending while still providing the level of service that we 
enjoy in our community. 
 

Below are some highlights of major articles before you tonight. 
 
OPERATIONAL BUDGET - $27,877,066. 
 

This budget funds the general governmental functions and includes 
funding for contractual wages, benefits, supplies, retirement, debt 
obligations and the day to day costs to operate our municipality.  This 
budget is the work product of both requests and cuts. In an attempt to present 
an operational budget that does require a Proposition 2 ½ override some 
reductions have been made in individual line items of department budgets.  
In addition, some savings were gained by the Board of Selectmen in 
approving a number of efficiencies such as regional fire dispatch.  Overall, 
the level of service should remain constant with the help from a dedicated 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
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work force and cooperation from department heads. We ask for your support 
in the Operational Budget as presented to you by the Finance Committee.  
 
DENNIS YARMOUTH REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT - 
$48,711,320/$14,733,376.

Over the budget season the Finance Committee has continued to 
review the request and discussions of the School Committee.  We continue 
to see a decline in student enrollment from Dennis in the District.  Early on 
in the budget season the School Committee was advised of a budget number 
that was the target goal for the Town of Dennis.  The School Committee has 
brought that number in under the target goal for the Town of Dennis. 
Although our overall assessment is up, it falls below our target number and 
within our ability to fund without any additional request for an override.  We 
assure you that your Finance Committee will continue to monitor school 
costs and our financial contribution to the District. We ask that you support 
this budget and assessment as presented by the Dennis Yarmouth School 
Committee.      
 
CAPE COD REGIONAL TECHNICAL SCHOOL 
$12,251,056/$1,288,058.

We have endorsed and supported the budget appropriation as 
requested by the Cape Cod Regional Technical School.  We are one of 
twelve towns participating in this regional vocational educational system.  
We ask for your support in this budget and assessment as presented by the 
Cape Cod Regional Technical School Committee.   
 
CAPITAL OUTLAY 

Every year we are presented with a number of capital outlay requests 
by our town administration.  As a community we have funded these request 
in a number of different ways. Between the Board of Selectmen and Finance 
Committee there is agreement on items needed to funded.  The disagreement 
between the two boards is in the funding mechanism, borrowing or paying 
for the items with a one time appropriation.  Last year the annual town 
meeting by a majority vote approved paying for the items in a one time 
appropriation and by an almost 2-1 margin affirmed that vote on the ballot at 
the annual election.  We will be asking you to defeat Article 14 on the 
warrant and support Article 15 so as not incur unnecessary long term 
interest cost that could be better spent on the capital needs of the community. 
We feel strongly that the voters and taxpayers should have the opportunity 
each and every year to make the financial decisions that will affect the 
potential tax rate of our community.  While we expect a good discussion 
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between the two boards it is important to remember that both boards are in 
agreement on the needs of the town.  It will be up to the voters to determine 
how we best pay for the needs. 
 
OTHER WARRANT ARTICLES 
 

Within the Recommendations of the Finance Committee we have 
included our recommendations on the remaining articles as they related on a 
wide issue of subjects from wind zoning amendments, revolving funds, 
dredging to marijuana consumption. We ask for your support on the 
recommendation provided to you by your Finance Committee. 
 

You will be asked to make many choices this evening.  The tax dollars 
you vote to spend this evening are your tax dollars.  The Dennis taxpayer has 
for many years enjoyed a favorable and responsible tax due to prudent 
spending by the Town Meeting.  For many reasons we are not in the 
unfavorable financial situation as many communities within this great 
Commonwealth.  Only Town Meeting can set the limitations on local 
governmental borrowing and spending.  Every voter at Town Meeting bears 
that responsibility to set the level of taxation for the next fiscal year.  We 
once again ask for your support in our recommendations. 
 

In closing we would like to extend our thanks to the town 
administrative staff, department heads and our dedicated employee work 
force.  We would also like to welcome our new Town Administrator, Mr. 
Richard White and look forward to a long and productive working 
relationship. 
 Respectfully, 
 

James W Plath, Chairman 
 William E. Crowell, Vice Chairman  
 Theodore A. Dumas, Clerk 
 Robert Prall 
 Rachel Baroni 
 Lester Jay Murphy  

Jane Otis  
 

FUND BALANCES a/o 4/15/09 balances before town meeting expenditures 
 Stabilization Fund    $2,423,427. 
 Capital Improvements Fund         $   990,653. 
 Free Cash             $1,262,146.  
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FINAL FINAL ATM-Proposed

FY2008 FY2009 FY2010

Levy Limit 25,953,892.00$ 27,219,940.00$ 28,594,461.00$

New Growth 358,144.00 419,631.00 351,000.00 

Debt/Exempt. 2,662,779.00 3,245,865.00 3,236,580.00 

Overlay Res. 100,000.00$ 100,000.00$ 111,000.00$

School Override 242,315.00$ 257,464.00$ -$

Free Cash/Rate 350,000.00 300,000.00 250,000.00 

Free Cash 219,000.00 140,000.00 -

Stabilization Fund 61,113.00 414,000.00 -

Local Aid-Net 441,744.00 458,499.00 286,800.00 

Local Receipts 9,406,209.00 9,422,000.00 9,319,000.00 

Other Transfers 1,902,731.00 1,972,095.00 2,137,861.00 

TOTAL REV. 41,697,927.00$ 43,949,494.00$ 44,286,702.00$

TTOOWWNN OOFF DDEENNNNIISS

FFYY22001100 PPRROOJJEECCTTEEDD RREEVVEENNUUEESS

$-
$5,000,000.00 

$10,000,000.00 
$15,000,000.00 
$20,000,000.00 
$25,000,000.00 
$30,000,000.00 
$35,000,000.00 

FY2008

FY2009

FY2010
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Gen. Gov
15%

Public Safety
31%

Public Works
13%

Recreation, Culture & 
Hmn Svcs

13%

Debt
13%

Fringe Benefits
15%

TToowwnn ooff DDeennnniiss
FFYY 22001100

PPrrooppoosseedd BBuuddggeett

73%

21%
6%

TToowwnn ooff DDeennnniiss
FFYY 22001100 RReevveennuuee SSoouurrcceess

Raise & Appropriate

Local Receipts

Other Transfers

D-Y School District
33%

Cape Cod Tech
3%

Gen. Gov
10%

Public Safety
19%

Public Works
9%

Recreation, Culture & 
Hmn Svcs

8%

Debt
8%

Fringe Benefits
9% Overlay

1%

TToowwnn ooff DDeennnniiss
FFYY 22001100 BBuuddggeett
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AArrtt.. DDeessccrriippttiioonn PPaaggee

11 AAcccceepptt RReeppoorrttss ooff DDeeppaarrttmmeennttss 1133
22 HHeeaarr UUnnppuubblliisshheedd CCoommmmiitttteeee rreeppoorrttss.. 1133
33 MMaassss DDeepptt ooff EEnnvviirr MMggtt --SSeeccttiioonn 2299--CChhaapptteerr 9911 1133
44 OOppeerraattiinngg -- BBuuddggeett 1144
55 MMeeaallss TTaaxx--LLooccaall OOppttiioonn 2266
66 LLooddggiinngg TTaaxx-- LLooccaall OOppttiioonn 2266
77 DDYY CChh.. 7711 SSeecc 1166BB ((SSuuppppoorrtt AAggrreeeemmeenntt)) 2266
88 DDYY AAsssseessssmmeenntt 2277
99 EEHHBB BBoorrrroowwiinngg//RRooooff//WWiinnddoowwss 2277

1100 TTEECCHH CChh.. 7711 SSeecc 1166BB ((SSuuppppoorrtt AAggrreeeemmeenntt)) 2277
1111 CCaappee CCoodd TTeecchh AAsssseessssmmeenntt 2288
1122 EElleecctteedd OOffffiicciiaallss 2288
1133 CCaappiittaall OOuuttllaayy--LLaarrggee 2299
1144 CCaappiittaall BBoorrrroowwiinngg AArrttiiccllee 2299
1155 CCaappiittaall EExxcclluussiioonn 3300

1166 SSuupppplleemmeennttss 22000099 3311

1177 BBuuddggeett 22000099 --OOffffsseett RReevveennuuee//SSttaabbiilliizzaattiioonn 3311
1188 BBuuddggeett 22000099 --RReedduuccee OOppeerraattiinngg AApppprroopprriiaattiioonnss 3311
1199 BBiillllss PPrriioorr YYeeaarr 3322
2200 AAFFSSCCMMEE CCoonnttrraacctt 3322
2211 SSEERRGGEEAANNTTSS CCoonnttrraacctt 3333
2222 SSEEIIUU CCoonnttrraacctt 3333
2233 CCPPCC BBuuddggeett 3333
2244 CCPPCC HHoouussiinngg -- AAmmeenndd VVoottee AArrttiiccllee 99 1111//1188//0088 3344
2255 CCOOAA--RReevvoollvviinngg 3344
2266 LLiibbrraarryy--RReevvoollvviinngg 3355
2277 BBOOHH RReevvoollvviinngg 3355
2288 FFeeee LLiimmiittaattiioonn --BBeeaacchh-- DDaaiillyy SSuunnddaayy 3355

TTAABBLLEE OOFF CCOONNTTEENNTTSS

FFIISSCCAALL 22001100 -- MMaayy 55,, 22000099
AANNNNUUAALL TTOOWWNN MMEEEETTIINNGG
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AArrtt.. DDeessccrriippttiioonn PPaaggee

TTAABBLLEE OOFF CCOONNTTEENNTTSS

FFIISSCCAALL 22001100 -- MMaayy 55,, 22000099
AANNNNUUAALL TTOOWWNN MMEEEETTIINNGG

2299 FFeeee LLiimmiittaattiioonn --BBeeaacchh-- NNoonn RReess.. FFeeee 3366
3300 FFeeee LLiimmiittaattiioonn --HHaarrbboorr-- DDaaiillyy TTrraaiilleerr//CCoommmm HHaauulleerrss FFeeee 3366
3311 NNeeww FFeeee TTrreenncchh 3377
3322 DDrreeddggiinngg BBaassss RRiivveerr 3377
3333 PPeerrmmiittttiinngg SSeessuuiitt IInnnneerr BBaassiinn 3377
3344 WWaatteerrwwaayyss SSuurrvveeyy 3388
3355 SSuuppppoorrtt CCCCBBWWQQ PPrrooggrraamm 3388
3366 SShheellll FFiisshh MMiittiiggaattiioonn FFuunndd 3388
3377 AAmmeenndd ZZoonniinngg BByy--LLaaww--wwiinndd 5500
3388 AAmmeenndd ZZoonniinngg BByy--LLaaww--CCoommmmeerrcciiaall SSoollaarr EEnneerrggyy 5511
3399 AAmmeenndd ZZoonniinngg BByy--LLaaww--RReenneewwaabbllee EEnneerrggyy 5533
4400 AAmmeenndd FFeeee LLiimmiittaattiioonn BByy--LLaaww --GGoollff 5544
4411 NNoonn CCrriimmiinnaall 5555
4422 MMaarriijjuuaannaa LLaaww 5555
4433 SSppeecciiaall LLeeggiissllaattiioonn --PPrriivvaattee RRooaaddss 5566
4444 WWrriinnkkllee PPooiinntt TTeemmppoorraarryy RReeppaaiirrss 5566
4455 AAuutthhoorriizzaattiioonn WWaatteerr DDiissttrriicctt--WWaasstteewwaatteerr 5577
4466 CChhaapptteerr 3322BB 99DD 5577
4477 CChhaapptteerr 3322BB SSeeccttiioonn 1188 AA 5577
4488 GGaaggeess WWaayy PPllaannnniinngg && EEnngg.. 5588
4499 SSeeaa VViieeww AArrttiiccllee--RReeaallllooccaattee DDeemmoolliittiioonn 5588
5500 RReedduuccee TTaaxx RRaattee 5588
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MAY 5, 2009 
TOWN OF DENNIS 

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
BARNSTABLE, ss. 
 
GREETING 
 

IN THE NAME OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, you are 
hereby directed to notify and warn the Inhabitants of said Town, qualified to vote in 
Town affairs, to meet at the Nathaniel H. Wixon School Auditorium, 901 Route 134, 
South Dennis, in said Town, on Tuesday, the 5th day of May, 2009
evening, then and there to act on the following articles: 
 

DENNIS WARRANT WITH FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

ARTICLE 1   Written Reports 
 

To see if the Town will vote to accept the reports of the Town Officers as 
presented. 
 (By the Selectmen) 
 

ARTICLE 2   Oral Reports 
 
To hear and act on any heretofore unpublished committee reports. 

 
(By the Selectmen) 

 
ARTICLE 3   DEP MA CH.91§29 
 

To see if the Town will vote to assume liability in the manner provided by Section 
29, Chapter 91 of the Massachusetts General Laws as amended, for all damages that 
may be incurred by the work to be performed by the Mass. Department of 
Environmental Management for the improvement, development, maintenance and 
protection of tidal and non-tidal rivers and streams, harbors, tidewaters, foreshores, and 
shores along a public beach in accordance with Section 11 of Chapter 91 of the 
Massachusetts General Laws and authorize the Selectmen to execute and deliver a 
bond of indemnity therefore to the Commonwealth. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
FC: 7-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
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ARTICLE 4 Operating Budget 
 

To see what sums of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or 
transfer from available funds for the operating expenses of the Town for the fiscal year 
commencing July 1, 2009 and ending June 30, 2010. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
FC:     Finance Committee voted 6-0-0 to: 
 
Recommend to raise and appropriate $ 25,643,205 for the article. 
 
Recommend to transfer $111,000.00 from Overlay Reserve to Finance Committee  
Reserve Fund, Line Item #11. 
 
Recommend to transfer $ 15,000.00 from the Cable Special Revenue Fund to 
Town Administrator Personal Services, Line Item #4. 
 
Recommend to transfer $ 1,000.00 from the Bass River Receipts Reserved 
Account to Town Administrator Purchase of Service Line Item #6. 
 
Recommend to transfer $ 8,500.00 from Cable Special Revenue Fund to Central 
Purchasing Purchase of Services, Line Item #16. 
 
Recommend to transfer $104,000 from the Cable Special Revenue Fund to Data 
Processing Personal Services, Line Item #35. 
 
Recommend to transfer $ 15,000.00 from the Cable Special Revenue Fund to Data 
Processing Purchase of Services, Line Item #36. 
 
Recommend to transfer $ 600.00 from the Cable Special Revenue Fund to Data 
Processing Other Charges & Expenditures, Line Item #38. 
 
Recommend to transfer $ 9,000.00 from the Cable Special Revenue Fund to 
Municipal Buildings Capital Outlay, Line Item #60. 
 
Recommend to transfer $ 13,052.00 from the Cable Special Revenue Fund to 
Fringe benefits, Line Item #178. 
 
Recommend to transfer $ 22,422.00 from the Cable Special Revenue Fund to 
Fringe benefits, Line Item #179. 
 
Recommend to transfer $ 1,435.00   from the Cable Special Revenue Fund to 
Fringe benefits, Line Item #180. 
 
Recommend to transfer $ 780.00 from the Cable Special Revenue Fund to Fringe 
benefits, Line Item #176. 
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Recommend to transfer $ 1,113.00 from the Cable Special Revenue Fund to 
Fringe benefits, Line Item #177 
 
Recommend to transfer $1,050,000.00 from the Ambulance Receipts Reserve for 
Appropriations Account to Fire Dept. Personal Services, Line Item #68. 
 
Recommend to transfer $ 40,000.00 from Waterways Maintenance & Improvement 
Fund to Harbormaster Capital Outlay, Line Item #92. 
 
Recommend to transfer $ 20,000.00  from Cemetery Lots Sales Account to Dept. 
of Public Works, Personal Services, Line Item #103. 
 
Recommend to transfer $ 20,000.00 from Cemetery Perpetual Care Interest 
Account to Dept. of Public Works, Personal Services, Line Item #103. 
 
Recommend to transfer $ 535,000.00 from the Community Preservation Act Fund 
to Retirement of Debt Principal, Line Item #172. 
 
Recommend to transfer $ 29,544.00 from the Septic Loan Program Account to 
Retirement of Debt Principal, Line Item #172. 
 
Recommend to transfer $ 236,415.00 from the Community Preservation Act Fund 
to Long Term Debt Interest, Line Item #173, and any unexpended transfer be 
returned to the Community Preservation Act Fund. 
 
Making a total of $ 27,877,066 
 
And further recommend that said appropriations be allocated in accordance with 
line item amounts defined under the column, FinCom Recommended FY2010. 
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ARTICLE 5   Meals Tax Option 
 

To see if the Town will vote to accept any provisions of Massachusetts General 
Laws that will authorize the Town to adopt an additional local option sales tax upon the 
sale of restaurant meals originating within the Town by any vendor, or take any other 
action relative thereto. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:     Recommendation to be made at Town Meeting. 
BOS:  4-0-0 to place on the warrant/recommendation to be made at Town Meeting. 
 

ARTICLE 6   Lodging Tax Option 
 

To see if the Town will vote to accept any provisions of Massachusetts General 
Laws that will authorize the Town to adopt an additional local option excise tax in regard 
to the transfer of occupancy of any room or rooms in a bed and breakfast 
establishment, hotel, lodging house or motel located within the Town by any operator for 
each occupancy, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
FC:     Recommendation to be made at Town Meeting. 
BOS:  4-0-0 to place on warrant/recommendation to be made at Town Meeting. 
 

ARTICLE 7 Dennis-Yarmouth Schools 
 

To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of M.G.L. Ch.71, Sec16B, 
-

Yarmouth Regional School district in accordance with the Dennis-Yarmouth Regional 
School District Agreement rather than the Education Reform Formula, so-called, for 
income and expenses for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2009, or take any other action 
relative thereto. 
 (By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:     6-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
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ARTICLE 8  D-Y Assessment 
 

To see if the Town will vote to approve an annual school budget for the Dennis-
Yarmouth Regional School District for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2009 and to see 
what sums of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from 
available funds for the operating expenses of the Dennis-Yarmouth Regional School 
District for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2009, or take any other action relative 
thereto. 
 (By the Dennis-

FC:     6-0-0 to recommend a total budget of $48,711,320 and to raise and         
appropriate $14,733,376 for the article. 
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 9                      Ezra Baker Design Roof, Windows & Bldg.Code 
 

To see if the Town will vote to approve a sum not to exceed $200,000 
indebtedness as authorized by the Regional District School Committee of the Dennis-
Yarmouth Regional School District  for the purpose of funding the design of the roof, 
windows and other building code requirements at the Ezra H. Baker School, or take any 
other action relative thereto. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
FC:     Recommendation to be made at Town Meeting. 
BOS:  5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 10 Cape Cod Tech. Assessment 
 

To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of M.G.L. Ch.71, Sec. 16B, 
which would reallocate the su
Regional Technical High School District in accordance with the Regional Agreement 
rather than the Education Reform Formula, so-called, or to take any other action relative 
thereto. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:     6-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed. 
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ARTICLE 11                                                   Cape Cod Tech Operating Budget 
 

To see if the Town will vote to approve an annual school budget for the Cape 
Cod Regional Technical High School for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2009 and to 
see what sums of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the operating 
expenses of the Cape Cod Regional Technical High School system for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 2009. 
 

FC:     6-0-0 to recommend a total budget of $12,251,056 and to raise and 
appropriate $1,288,058 for the article.  
 
BOS:  5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 12 Elected Officials 

To see if the Town will vote to fix the salary and compensation of the following 
elected officers of the Town for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2009 and ending 
June 30, 2010, as provided for in Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 41, Section 
108 and acts and amendment thereof, and raise and appropriate or transfer from 
available funds a sum of money therefore: 
 

5 Selectmen at $2,000 each 
 1 Moderator at $450 
 Town Clerk at $55,000  
 
And that the salaries and compensations be fixed as given in this article and further, 
that all other elected officers serve without compensation. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:     6-0-0 to recommend to raise and appropriate $65,450.00 for the article. 
BOS:  5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
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ARTICLE 13  Capital Outlay 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 
funds a sum of money to pay for the following capital outlay items, or take any other 
action relative thereto: 
 
1.  Beach 

a. Erosion Control/Boardwalks  $ 15,000 
 b. Beach Parking Lot Paving      65,000

$ 80,000 
2.  Golf

a. Replace (2) Greensmaster 3100   $ 68,500 
 b. Replace (1) Toro Sand Pro 5040      18,000 
 c. New Toro Groundmaster 3500D      36,000 
 d. Replace Toro 200 gallon spray tank     35,000 
 e. New Hydro Seeder      16,000

$173,500    
3.  Schools

a. Wixon School Clock/System  $130,000
$130,000 

 
GRAND TOTAL           $383,500 

(By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:    7-0-0 to recommend the transfer of $80,000 from the Beach Capital 
Improvement Fund; transfer $173,500 from the Golf Capital Improvement Fund; 
transfer $20,245.53 from free cash; transfer $104,640.85 from Article 13 of the May 
2, 2006 Annual Town Meeting; and transfer $5,113.62 from Article 6 of the May 7, 
2004 Annual Town Meeting. 
 
BOS: 5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 14  Capital Borrowing 
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available 
funds, and/or authorize the Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to 
borrow a sum of money to fund the following Capital Outlay Items/Equipment, or take 
any other action relative thereto. 
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1.  Beaches
a. West Dennis Beach Bulkhead $275,000

$ 275,000 
2.  DPW-Highway

a. Replace (2) 6-W Dump Trucks w (1) 10-W $226,500
$ 226,500 

3. Engineering
a. Secondary Roads $448,500 

 b. Drainage Improvements/Maintenance   150,000 
 c. Sidewalk Repair   250,000 
 d. Division St. Outfall Pollution Mitigation     25,000

$ 873,500

GRAND TOTAL         $1,375,000 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
 

FC:     Recommendation to be made at Town Meeting. 
BOS:  4-1-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 
ARTICLE 15  Capital Override 
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 
funds a sum of money to fund the following Fiscal Year 2010 Capital Outlay Projects 
and Equipment, said vote to be contingent upon approval by the voters of a Proposition 
2 ½ Capital Outlay Expenditure vote at the May 12, 2009 Town Election, or take any 
other action relative thereto: 
 
1.  DPW-Highway

a. Replace (2) 6-W Dump Trucks w (1) 10-W $226,500
$ 226,500 

2. Engineering
a. Secondary Roads $448,500 

 b. Drainage Improvements/Maintenance   150,000 
 c. Sidewalk Repair   250,000 
 d. Division St. Outfall Pollution Mitigation     25,000

$ 873,500 

GRAND TOTAL         $1,100,000 
 

(By the Finance Committee) 
FC:     7-0-0 to recommend the article as printed and to the approval of the ballot 
question.  
BOS:  3-2-0 to place on the warrant.   
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ARTICLE 16   FY2009 Budget Supplements 
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 
funds a sum of money to supplement Fiscal Year 2009 Line Item appropriations under 
Article 4 of the May 6, 2008 Annual Town Meeting, or take any other action relative 
thereto: 
 

a. Assessors, Personal Services, Line Item #17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30,000 
 b. Law Dept., Purchase of Services, Line Item #32 . . . . . . . . . . . .  35,000 
 c. Fire Dept., Personal Services, Line Item #67 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .125,000 
 d. Snow & Ice Removal, Line Item #108 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200,000 

e. Fringe Benefits, Unemployment, Line Item #176 . . . . . . . . .  . .   30,000
Total         $420,000                    

 
(By the Selectmen) 

FC:     7-0-0 to recommend a transfer of $125,000 from Ambulance Receipts, a 
transfer of $285,000 from free cash and a transfer of $10,000 from Cable Special 
Revenue Fund for a total of $420,000 for the article. 
 
BOS:  5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 17   Stabilization Fund Transfer 
 

To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money from the Stabilization 
fund to be used as another financing source in the general fund for Fiscal Year 2009. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:     Recommendation to be made at Town Meeting. 
BOS:  5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 18   FY2009 Budget Reductions 
 

To see if the Town will vote to reduce the following line appropriations in the 
Fiscal Year 2009 Line Item Budget voted at the May 6, 2008 Annual Town Meeting 
under Article 4, or take any other actions thereto: 
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1.  Town Administrator, Purchase of Services, Line Item #6 . . . . . .  $     202.00 
 2.  Central Purchasing, Supplies, Line Item #16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   3,000.00 
 3.  Treasurer/Collector, Other Charges-Expenditures, Line Item #30. .      537.00 
 4.  Natural Resources/Cons, Supplies, Line Item #50 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,000.00 
 5.  Police, Purchase of Services, Line Item #63 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,000.00 
 6.  Police, Supplies, Line Item #64 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,000.00 
 7.  Fire, Personal Services, Line Item #67 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14,200.00 
 8.  Building Inspector, Personal Services, Line Item #72 . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,000.00 
 9.  Animal Control, Personal Services, Line Item #82 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   2,000.00 
 10. Harbormaster, Purchase of Services, Line Item #88 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .575.00 
 11. Harbormaster, Supplies, Line Item #89. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   550.00 
 12. Harbormaster, Capital Outlay, Line Item #91 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,950.00 
 13. Dept. of Public Works, Personal Services, Line Item #102  . . . . . . . . 5,000.00 
 14. Health Inspection Services, Line Item #115 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17,809.00 
 15. Library, Purchase of Services, Line Item #142 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    2,327.00 
 16. Beaches, Personal Services, Line Item #150 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,000.00 
 17. Golf, Personal Services, Line Item #155 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    31,000.00

TOTAL $ 97,150.00 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:     7-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
BOS:  5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 19  

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 
s unpaid bills, or take any other 

action relative thereto: 
(By the Selectmen) 

FC:     Recommendation to be made at Town Meeting. 
BOS:  Recommendation to be made at Town Meeting. 
 
ARTICLE 20   AFCME Labor Contract 
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 
funds a sum of money to fund a collective bargaining agreement between the Town and 
AFSCME Council 93, Local 2977 Union for Fiscal Year 2010, or take any other action 
relative thereto.   
 (By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:     Recommendation to be made at Town Meeting. 
BOS:  4-0-0 to place on warrant. 
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ARTICLE 21  Police Sergeants Labor Contract 
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 
funds a sum of money to fund a collective bargaining agreement between the Town and 
the Dennis Police Sergeants IBPO Local 579 for Fiscal Year 2010, or take any other 
action relative thereto. 
 (By the Selectmen) 
 

FC:     Recommendation to be made at Town Meeting. 
BOS:  4-0-0 to place on warrant and recommendation to be made at Town 
Meeting. 
 

ARTICLE 22  SEIU Labor Contract 
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 
funds a sum of money to fund a collective bargaining agreement between the Town and 
the Service Employees International Union Local 888, personnel for Fiscal Year 2009 
and Fiscal Year 2010,  or take any other action relative thereto. 

(By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:      6-0-0 to recommend a transfer of $78,842.14 from the May 6, 2008 Annual 
Town Meeting, Article 4, Line Item #5, Town Administrator Settlements and a 
transfer of $159,966.76 from this Town Meeting, Article 4, Line Item #5, Town 
Administrator Settlements for a total of $238,808.90 for the article.  
 
BOS:   4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 23    CPC Budget 

To see if the Town will vote to approve a Community Preservation Committee 
Budget for Fiscal Year 2010 as follows:  to appropriate or set-aside for future 
appropriation not less than 10% for the Fiscal Year 2010 Community Preservation Fund 
estimated annual revenues for each of the following purposes:  community housing; 
open space; and historic preservation; and further, to appropriate sums of money for 
debt service, and for Community Preservation Committee Expenses; and to 
Reserve for future appropriation for the Fiscal Year 2010 Community Preservation Fund 
a sum of money to be placed in the FY2010 Undesignated Reserve for general 
Community Preservation Act purposes, or take any other action relative thereto.  
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(By the Community Preservation Committee) 
 
FC:     6-0-0 to recommend that the following amounts be appropriated from the 
Community Preservation Fund:  1) 10% Reserved for Community Housing - 
$123,938; 2) 10% Reserved for Open Space - $123,938; 3) 10% Reserved for 
Historic Preservation - $123,938; 4) Debt Service - $771,415; 5) Short-term interest 
- $15,000; 6) Community Preservation Committee Expenses - $15,000; and 7) 
Reserved for undesignated purposes - $66,154 total of $1,239,383 for the article. 
 
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 24  CPC Housing Amendment 
 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the vote taken under Article 9 of the 
e

and transfer $160,000 from the Community Preservation Undesignated Reserves Fund 
to the Housing Assistance Corporation to purchase and rehabilitate not less than two 
housing units to be subsequently sold to income eligible purchasers, under a perpetual 
affordable housing deed restriction, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

(By the Community Preservation Committee) 
 
FC:     6-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 25   COA Revolving Fund 
 

To see if the Town will vote to re-authorize for Fiscal Year 2010 the crediting to 
the Council-On-Aging Revolving Fund, as established by vote of the Dennis Annual 
Town Meeting on May 2, 1995, Article 42, and pursuant to the MGL Chapter 44, Section 
53E ½, providing for a means by which fees or charges received in connection with a 
Council-On-Aging program or activity, may after receipt, be applied directly and without 
further appropriation to support that program or activity, for expenditure by the Director 
of the Council-On-Aging, up to a limit of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) during Fiscal 
Year 2010, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:     5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed. 
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
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ARTICLE 26  Library Revolving Fund 
 

To see if the Town will vote to re-authorize for Fiscal Year 2010 the crediting to 
the Town Library Revolving Fund, as established by vote of the Dennis Annual Town 
Meeting on May 5, 1998, Article 16, and pursuant to MGL Chapter 44, Section 53E ½, 
providing for a means by which fees, fines or charges received in connection with a 
Town Library program or activity may, after receipt, be applied directly and without 
further appropriation to support that program or activity, for expenditure by the Library 
Director up to a limit of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) during Fiscal Year 2010, or 
take any other action relative thereto. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
FC:     5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed. 
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 27                                   Board of Health Revolving Fund  
 

To see if the Town will vote to re-authorize for Fiscal Year 2010 the 
establishment of a Board of Health Medicare Reimbursement Revolving Fund, as 
established by vote of the Dennis Annual Town Meeting on May 3, 2005, Article 18, 
pursuant to MGL Chapter 44, Section 53E l/2, providing for a means by which 
reimbursements received from Medicare for flu shots may, after receipt, be applied 
directly and without further appropriation to the purchase of additional vaccine or other 
medical supplies, and costs associated with providing volunteer management and 
clinical support, by the Health Director up to a limit of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) 
during Fiscal Year 2010, or take any other action relative thereto. 

(By the Board of Health) 
 

FC:     5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed. 
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 
ARTICLE 28   Beach Fees - Weekends 
 

By-Law, to establish a new Daily (Saturday, Sunday & Holidays) Beach Parking Fee of 
$20.00, and further, that said fee may be amended from time to time by the Board of 
Selectmen, in accordance with the by-law, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:     4-1-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
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ARTICLE 29   Beach Fees Non-resident 
 

To 
By-Law, to establish the following new Non-resident Seasonal Beach Parking Fee of 
$300.00, and further, that said fee may be amended from time to time by the Board of 
Selectmen, in accordance with the by-law, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:     5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 30   Harbor Fees 
 

To see if the Town will 
By-Law, to establish the following new Waterways Fees: 
 

1. Commercial Haulers of Trailers Annual Fee (per truck) - $100.00  
 2. Commercial Haulers of Trailers Daily Fee (per truck) - $25.00   
 3.  New Harbor Daily (Friday-Sunday & Holidays) Trailer Fee - $15.00 
 ($1.00 of which to be deposited into the dredge fund) 

4. New Daily Transient Mooring Fee (May 15th thru October 15th) - $1.50/foot 
5. New Daily Transient Mooring Fee (off-season) $1.00/foot  

and further, that said fee may be amended from time to time by the Board of Selectmen 
in accordance with said by-law, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:     5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
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ARTICLE 31   Trench Permit Fees 
 

By-Law, to establish a Road &Trench Opening Permit fee of $500.00 per year or $50.00 
per application, pursuant to the Town of Dennis Department of Public Works Rules and 
Regulations for Road and Trench Opening Permits for work on Town ways and private 
ways open to the public, and a $50.00 fee per application for individual Trench Opening 
Permits issued by the Building Commissioner or Health Director for work on private 
property,  and further, that said fees may be amended from time to time by the Board of 
Selectmen in accordance with said by-law, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
FC:     Recommendation to be made at Town Meeting. 
BOS:  3-0-1 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 32  Bass River Dredging 
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 
funds a sum of money to pay for the dredging of Bass River, or take any other action 
relative thereto. 

(By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:     6-0-0 to recommend a transfer of $23,000 from the Dredge Fund Receipts 
Reserved for Appropriation Account for the article. 
 
BOS:  5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 33                                          Sesuit Harbor Dredging Design & Permitting 
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 
funds a sum of money to pay for design and permitting of Sesuit Harbor inner basin, or 
take any other action relative thereto. 
 (By the Selectmen) 
FC:     6-0-0 to recommend a transfer of $50,000 from Article 13 of the May 2, 2006  
Annual Town Meeting. 
 
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
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ARTICLE 34    Dredging Plan 
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 

waterway assets, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
 

FC:     4-2-0 to recommend a $25,000 transfer from the Dredge Fund Receipts 
Reserved for Appropriation Account for the article. 
 
BOS:  5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 35  Cape Cod Bay Monitoring Plan 
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 
funds a sum of money to support the Cape Cod Bay Monitoring Program initiated by 
The Provincetown Center for Coastal Studies to continue monitoring the health of the 
Bay, from Duxbury to Provincetown, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:     6-0-0 to recommend a $10,000 transfer from the Waterways Capital 
Improvement Fund. 
 
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 36    Special Legislation - Shellfish  
 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to seek special 
legislation allowing for the Town to establish a Shellfish Mitigation, Receipts Reserved 
for Appropriation Fund Account for monies to be deposited from mitigation funds 
obtained by the Dennis Conservation Commission for projects impacting public 
waterways and shellfish habitats, and further, that said fund shall be used exclusively 
for shellfish resource enhancements, shellfish habitats or capital improvements, or take 
any other action relative thereto. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 

FC:     5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
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ARTICLE 37    Zoning Amendment - Wind 
 

To see if the town of Dennis will (a) amend the Dennis Zoning By-law Section 

the Dennis Zoning By-law Section 2.1.2 to 
change the date reference for the Zoning Map to December 18, 2008 (c) amend the 
Dennis Zoning By-law by making the noted additions and deletions to Section 11 
Wind Energy Facilities; (d) amend the Town of Dennis Zoning Map on file in the 

kethrough and 
additions are in bold italic. 

(a) amend the Dennis Zoning By-

 

2.1.1    Establishment

The Town of Dennis is hereby divided into the following zoning districts: 
 

TITLE SHORT NAME

Rural Residential       R-60 
Low Density Residential      R-40 
Resort and Residential      RR 
Limited Business       LB 
Extensive Business       EB 
General Commercial I      GC-I 
General Commercial II      GC-II 
General Commercial III GC-III 
Industrial         I 
Quivet Neck/Crowe's Pasture Resource Protection District QNCP RP 
Dennisport Village Center       DPVC 
Small Wind Facility Overlay District SWFOD
Medium and Large Wind Facility Overlay District M&LWFOD
Medium Wind Facility Overlay District    MWFOD 

 
(b) Amend the Dennis Zoning By-law Section 2.1.2 to change the date reference for 
the Zoning Map to December 18, 2008  
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September 24, 2007 December 18, 2008 on file with the 
Town Clerk.  That map and all explanatory matter thereon are hereby made a part of 
this By-law, together with any amendments adopted by vote of the Town Meeting. 

(c) amend the Dennis Zoning By-law by making the noted additions and deletions 
to Section 11 Wind Energy Facilities 

Section 11 Wind Energy Facilities  
11.1 Purpose. The purpose of this section is to encourage the use of wind energies by 

allowing wind energy technologies to be utilized, while protecting public health 
and safety and minimizing the impacts of wind facilities on the character of 
neighborhoods, on property values, on the scenic, historic, and environmental 
resources of the Town.  

11.2 Special Permit Granting Authority. The Planning Board shall be the special 
permit granting authority (SPGA) for wind facilities requiring a Special Permit 
under this by-law.  

11.3 Wind Energy Facilities shall be divided into the following three categories for 
location and permitting requirements. 
11.3.1 RESERVED Systems less than 10 kW herein referred to as 

Residential Scale Wind Facility 
11.3.2 Systems less than 30 kW herein referred to as Small Scale Wind Facility 
11.3.3 Systems of between 30kW but less than 500 kW herein referred to as 

Medium Scale Wind Facility 
11.3.4 Systems of 500kW and larger herein referred to as Large Scale Wind 

Facility 
11.4 Permit Requirements 

11.4.1 RESERVED Residential Scale Wind Facilities shall be allowed 
subject to the issuance of a Building Permit and the requirements of 
Section 11.6.3 below. 

11.4.2 Small Scale Wind Facilities shall require the issuance of a Special Permit 
subject to the requirements of Section 11.6.2 below. 

11.4.3 Medium Wind Facilities shall require the issuance of a Special Permit 
subject to the requirements of Section 11.6.3.2 below. 

11.4.34 Medium and Large Scale Wind Facilities shall require the issuance 
of a Special Permit subject to the requirements of Section 11.6.3.1 below. 

 
11.5 Definitions: 
Blade Extensions from the hub which are designed to catch the wind and turn the 
rotor to generate electricity. 
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Blade-Tip Height - The height as measured from the grade of the land below to the 
highest extension of the blade. 
Cut-out Wind Speed The high wind speed at which the Facility must shut-down and 
turn perpendicular to the wind to protect itself from being overpowered, typically 56 
mph. 
Hub The center of the rotor to which the blades are attached. 
Hub Height The height as measured from the grade of the land below the wind Facility 
to the center of the rotor or hub. 
Nacelle The frame and housing at the top of the tower.  It protects the gear box and 
generator from weather and helps control the mechanical noise level. 
Rotor 
Rotor Diameter The diameter of a wind facilities rotor measured as twice the length of 
the longest blade plus the hub width (or equal to the diameter of the cylinder). 
Wind Facility - All equipment, machinery and structures utilized in connection with wind-
generated energy production, generation and sale, including related transmission, 
distribution, collection, storage or supply systems whether underground, on the surface, 
or overhead and other equipment or byproducts in connection therewith, including but 
not limited to, rotor, electrical generator and tower, anemometers (wind measuring 
equipment), transformers, substation, power lines, control and maintenance facilities, 
site access and service roads. 
Wind Facility, Commercial A wind facility, which is designed to generally supply less 
than fifty percent (50%) of its electrical output for use on site. 
Wind Facility, Non-Commercial A wind facility, which is designed to generally supply 
fifty percent (50%) or more of its electrical output for use on site.  
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11.6 Wind Energy Facilities Permitting Requirements:  The Town of Dennis Zoning 
Map shall be amended as illustrated in Map 11.1 Wind Facility Overlay District to 
establish the following overlay districts 
 
Small Scale Wind Facility Overlay District
Medium and Large Scale Wind Facility Overlay District
Medium Wind Facility Overlay District 
 

11.6.1 RESERVED Residential Scale Wind Facilities 
11.6.1.1 Shall be allowed within the R40, R60, RR, LB, EB, DPVC A and DPVC B 

Zoning Districts subject to the following: 
(a) Residential Scale Wind Facilities shall be a Non-commercial Wind 

Facility. 
(b) A Building Permit is granted by the Dennis Building Commissioner. 
(c) Only Rooftop Wind Facilities shall be allowed. 
(d) Rooftop Wind Facilities shall not extend more than ten feet above the 

ridgeline of the structure to which it is attached. 
(e) No more than one Rooftop Wind Facility shall be constructed on any 

parcel. 
 

11.6.2 Small Scale Wind Facility Overlay District 
Small Scale Wind Facilities shall be allowed on properties illustrated on Map 11-1
subject to the following requirements:
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(a) Small Scale Wind Facilities are considered Non-commercial Wind Facilities 
serving the needs of a single property or a group of adjoining properties 
through an association.

(b) A Special Permit subject to the requirements of Section 11.7 and 11.8 below 
is granted by the Dennis Planning Board.

(c) For the purposes of protecting against problems due to noise, collapse of the 
tower and ice throw, the Small Scale Wind Facilities shall be located:
(i) at least two times its hub-height from its nearest property boundary; and
(ii) at least 1 times its hub height from any dwelling unit or commercial 

structure on the site hosting the Small Scale Wind Facility.
(d) Freestanding Small Scale Wind Facilities shall have a maximum hub-height of 

40-feet. 
(e) Freestanding Small Scale Wind Facilities shall have a maximum blade tip 

height of 60-feet.
(f) Rooftop Small Scale Wind Facilities shall not extend more than ten feet above 

the ridgeline of the structure to which it is attached.
(g) Only one (1) wind tower shall be allowed per property.

11.6.2 Small Scale Wind Facilities 
11.6.2.1 Shall be allowed in the General Commercial I, General Commercial III and 
Industrial Zoning Districts subject to the following: 

(a) Small Scale Wind Facilities shall be allowed, subject to the following. 
(b) A Special Permit subject to the requirements of Section 11.7 and 11.8 

below is granted by the Dennis Planning Board. 
(c) For the purposes of protecting against problems due to noise, collapse 

of the tower, and ice throw the Small Scale Wind Facilities shall be 
located: 
(i) Land Area Requirements: 

(1)  Small Scale Wind Facilities may be located on any parcel subject 
to the setback considerations of this subsection; 

(ii) Freestanding Small Scale Wind Facilities shall have at least 2 times 
its hub-height from its nearest property boundary; and 

(iii) Freestanding Small Scale Wind Facilities shall have at least 1 times 
its hub height from any dwelling unit or commercial structure on 
the site hosting the Wind Facility. 

(d) Freestanding Small Scale Wind Facilities shall have a maximum hub-
height of 40-feet.  

(e) Freestanding Small Scale Wind Facilities shall have a maximum blade 
tip height of 60-feet. 
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(g) Only one Freestanding Small Scale Wind Facility may be allowed on any 
parcel of land. 

(h) Rooftop Wind Facilities shall not extend more than ten feet above the 
ridgeline of the structure to which it is attached. 

(i) No more than two Rooftop Wind Facilities shall be constructed on any 
parcel. 

 
11.6.2.2 Shall be allowed in the General Commercial II subject to the 

following: 
(a) Small Scale Wind Facilities shall be allowed, subject to the following. 
(b) A Special Permit subject to the requirements of Section 11.7 and 11.8 

below is granted by the Dennis Planning Board. 
(c) Only Rooftop Wind Facilities shall be allowed 
(h) Rooftop Wind Facilities shall not extend more than ten feet above the 

ridgeline of the structure to which it is attached. 
(i) No more than two Rooftop Wind Facilities shall be constructed on any 

parcel. 
 
11.6.3  Medium Scale Wind Facilities 
11.6.3.2  Medium Scale Wind Facilities shall be allowed within the Industrial 

District and on the sites illustrated on Map 11-1 subject to the following: 
(a) Medium Wind Facilities may be constructed for the purposes of serving 

the needs of the site upon which the facility is located, or to generate 
revenue through the sale of electricity, the revenue from which must 
serve: 
(i) a public purpose; 
(ii) a commercial agriculture, aquaculture, silviculture, horticulture, 

floriculture or viticulture land use. 
(b) A Special Permit subject to the requirements of Sections 11.7 and 11.8 

below is granted by the Dennis Planning Board. 
(d) Medium Scale Wind Facilities located within the Industrial Zoning 

District shall meet the standards noted in Section 11.6.4 below unless 
specifically modified below: 
(i) Land Area Requirements See Section 11.6.4; 
(ii) Freestanding Medium Scale Wind Facilities shall have at least 1 

times its hub-height from its nearest property boundary except that 
the Planning Board may determine that a lesser setback is 
appropriate if the adjacent land is restricted, municipally owned 

44



(i.e. Town of Dennis, Dennis Water District, Dennis Housing 
Authority or Dennis Yarmouth School District) open space and an 
agreement has been reached between the applicant and the 
relevant town entity to ensure the safety of the potential setback 
area, but must be at least 50 feet from any property boundary; and 

(iv) Freestanding Medium Scale Wind Facilities shall have at least 1 
times its hub height from any dwelling unit or occupied structure 
on the site hosting the Wind Facilities. 

(e) Medium Scale Wind Facilities located on properties shown on Map 11.1 
and located outside the Industrial Zoning District shall meet the 
standards set forth below: 
(i) shall be a parcel of land illustrated on Map 11.1; 
(ii) Freestanding Medium Scale Wind Facilities shall have at least two 

times its hub-height from its nearest property boundary except that 
the Planning Board may determine that a lesser setback is 
appropriate if the adjacent land is restricted, municipally owned 
(i.e. Town of Dennis, Dennis Water District, Dennis Housing 
Authority or Dennis Yarmouth School District) open space and an 
agreement has been reached between the applicant and the 
relevant town entity to ensure the safety of the potential setback 
area, but must be at least 50 feet from any property boundary; and 

(iii) Freestanding Medium Scale Wind Facilities shall have at least 1 
times its hub height from any dwelling unit or occupied structure 
on the site hosting the Wind Facility. 

(f) Freestanding Medium Scale Wind Facilities shall: 
(i)  have a maximum hub height of 80 feet. 
(ii)  have a maximum blade tip height of 120 feet. 

(g) Rooftop Medium Scale Wind Facilities shall not extend more than ten 
feet above the ridgeline of the structure to which it is attached. 

(h) When more than one Medium Scale Wind Facility is located on a 
property a minimum spacing equal to two times the widest dimension 
will be required between wind structures. 

 
11.6.34 Medium and Large Scale Wind Facilitiesy Overlay District

Medium and Large Scale Wind Facilities shall be allowed in the Industrial 
Zoning District on properties illustrated on Map 11-1 and subject to the following 
restrictions: 
(a) Medium and Large Scale Wind Facilities may be permitted as Non-

commercial Wind Facilities when serving the needs of single property or may 
be permitted as Commercial Wind Facilities. 
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(b) A Special Permit subject to the requirements of Sections 11.7 and 11.8 below 
is granted by the Dennis Planning Board. 

(c) For the purposes of protecting against problems due to noise, collapse of the 
tower and ice throw, the Medium and Large Scale Wind Facilities shall be 
located: 
(i) on a tract of land (a parcel or contiguous parcels under common 

ownership) that contains a minimum of ten (10) acres; 
(ii) at least 1.5 times its hub-height from its nearest property boundary; and 
(iii) at least 1 times its hub height from any dwelling unit or commercial 

structure on the site hosting the Medium and Large Scale Wind Facility. 
(d) Freestanding Medium and Large Scale Wind Facilities shall have a maximum 

hub-height of 215-feet.  
(e) Freestanding Medium and Large Scale Wind Facilities shall have a maximum 

blade tip height of 350 feet. 
(f) Rooftop Medium and Large Scale Wind Facilities shall not extend more than 

ten feet above the ridgeline of the structure to which it is attached. 
(g) When more than one Medium or Large Scale Wind Facility is located on a 

property a minimum spacing equal to two times the rotor diameter will be 
required between wind structures. 

 
11.7 General Requirements for the Installation of any Wind Facility. 

11.7.1 The safety of the design and construction of any Wind Facility, including 
towers and associated equipment, shall be certified by the manufacturer or by 
an Engineer Licensed by the State of Massachusetts. 

11.7.2 Safety wires shall be installed on the turnbuckles on guy wires of guyed wind 
facility towers. 

11.7.3 All wind facilities shall be equipped with manual and automatic cut-out wind 
speed controls. The rotor and cut-out wind speed control shall be certified by 
the manufacturer or by an Engineer Licensed by the State of Massachusetts. 

11.7.4 The compatibility of the tower structure with the rotors and other components 
of the wind facility shall be certified by the manufacturer or by an Engineer 
Licensed by the State of Massachusetts. 

11.7.5 All towers or wind facilities shall either have tower climbing apparatus located 
not closer than twelve (12) feet to the ground or be un-climbable by design for 
the first twelve (12) feet. 

11.7.6 Wind facilities sited on top of, or attached to and extending above the ridge 
line of, an existing structure shall comply with all applicable provisions of the 
latest version of the Uniform Building Code. Certification by an Engineer 
Licensed by the State of Massachusetts shall be required. 
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11.7.7 The owner/applicant of any wind facility shall provide, as part of the 
submissions for review by the Planning Board for a Special Permit, proof of 
liability insurance that specifically addresses the installation, use and 
maintenance of the wind facility. 

11.7.8 Any equipment associated with the facility, shall be camouflaged or screened.  
Buildings, shall be surrounded by buffers of dense tree growth and understory 
vegetation in all directions to create an effective year-round visual buffer.  
Trees and vegetation may be existing on the property or installed as part of the 
proposed facility or a combination of both.  The Planning Board shall approve 
the types of trees and plant materials and depth of the needed buffer based on 
site conditions.  Equipment shelters for wind facilities shall be designed to be 
consistent with the traditional Cape Cod architecture and the surrounding 
neighborhood. 

11.7.9 All utility connections from the wind facility to the existing grid shall be 
underground. 

11.7.10 Clearing of natural vegetation shall be limited to that which is necessary for 
the construction, operation and maintenance of the wind facility. 

11.7.11 Night lighting shall be prohibited unless required by state or federal law and 
shall be the minimum necessary.  There shall be total cutoff of all light at the 
property lines of the parcel to be developed, and footcandle measurements at 
the property line shall be 0.0 initial footcandles when measured at grade. 

11.7.12 Wind Facilities shall be painted a neutral, non-reflective color designed to 
blend with the surrounding environment. 

11.7.13 Removal. The owner, or their successors in interest shall remove any wind 
facility the use of which has been discontinued for a period of twelve months. 
All wind facilities and appurtenant structures shall also be removed. If an 
owner fails to remove a wind facility in accordance with this section of this 
Bylaw, the town shall have the authority to enter the subject property and 
physically remove the facility.  The Board shall require the applicant to post a 
bond at the time of construction to cover costs for the removal of the wind 
facility in the event the Town must remove the facility.  The value of the bond 
shall be based upon the ability to meet all of the requirements noted in this 
section at prevailing wages.  The value of the bond shall be developed based 
upon the applicant providing the Planning Board with three (3) written bids to 
meet the requirements of this section.  An incentive factor of 1.5 shall be 
applied to all bonds to ensure compliance and adequate funds for the town to 
remove the tower at prevailing wages. 

11.7.14 Each wind facility shall be operated and maintained in sound working order 
in conformance with the manufacturer's specifications at all times. This 
maintenance shall include the physical appearance of the devices so that it 
does not present an unsightly appearance. A copy of the manufacturer's 
specifications and use instructions shall be submitted with any application for 
review by the Building Commissioner file for that application. 
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11.7.15 Minimum Rotor Wind Blade Clearance. The lowest point of the arc created 
by rotating wind blades on a freestanding wind turbine generator shall be no 
less than 25 feet above grade.  

 
11.8 Criteria for review and approval of a Special Permit for a Wind Energy 

Facility.  
11.8.1 A special permit shall be granted under this section if the SPGA finds that 

each of the design standards set forth above has been met and that the 
location of the wind facility is suitable and that the size, height and design are 
the minimum necessary for that purpose  

11.8.2 The SPGA shall also impose, in addition to any applicable conditions 
specified in this section, such conditions as it finds reasonably appropriate to 
safeguard the neighborhood or otherwise serve the purposes of this section, 
including, but not limited to: screening, lighting, fences, modification of the 
exterior appearance of the structures, limitation upon size, method of access 
or traffic features, parking, removal upon cessation of use or other 
requirements. Such conditions shall be imposed in writing and the applicant 
may be required to post bond or other surety for compliance with said 
conditions in an amount satisfactory to the SPGA.  

11.8.3 RESERVED  
11.8.4 The SPGA may require the proponent to provide or pay for professional 

services for the SPGA to evaluate the proposal to determine the suitability of 
geographic location, to analyze the loading capacities of the proposed 
structures, and to review camouflage and screening techniques.  

11.8.5 Removal. The owner, his successors in interest shall remove any wind facility 
the use of which has been discontinued. All wind facilities and appurtenant 
structures shall also be removed. If an owner fails to remove a wind facility in 
accordance with this section of this Bylaw, the town shall have the authority to 
enter the subject property and physically remove the facility.  The Board shall 
require the applicant to post a bond at the time of construction to cover costs 
for the removal of the wind facility in the event the Town must remove the 
facility.  The value of the bond shall be based upon the ability to meet all of the 
requirements noted in this section at prevailing wages.  The value of the bond 
shall be developed based upon the applicant providing the Planning Board with 
three (3) written bids to meet the requirements of this section.  An incentive 
factor of 1.5 shall be applied to all bonds to ensure compliance and adequate 
funds for the town to remove the tower at prevailing wages. Municipally owned 
wind facilities shall be exempt from the surety requirement. 

11.8.6 Each wind facility shall be operated and maintained in sound working order in 
conformance with the manufacturer's specifications at all times. This 
maintenance shall include the physical appearance of the devices so that it 
does not present an unsightly appearance. A copy of the manufacturer's 
specifications and use instructions shall be submitted with any application for 
review by the Planning Board file for that application. 

48



11.8.7 The Planning Board may impose Conditions of Approval that are necessary to 
address health, safety, community welfare and community aesthetic issues or 
concerns raised during the Development Permit review. 

11.8.8 RESERVED  
11.8.9 There shall be a minimum of one parking space to be used in connection with 

the maintenance of any Medium, Municipal or Large Scale Wind Facility on 
the site; however, it shall not to be used for the permanent storage of 
vehicles. 

11.8.10 Fencing shall be provided to control access to the site of the wind facility 
and accessory structures. 

11.8.11 Signs. There shall be no signs, except no trespassing signs or any signs 
required to warn of danger. A sign is required that identifies the owner and 
operator with an emergency telephone number where the owner and operator 
can be reached on a twenty-four hour basis. 

11.9 Application for Special Permit. In addition to the requirements of Section 4.1 of 
the Zoning By-law the following information must be submitted for all Wind 
Energy Facilities for an application to be considered complete:  

11.9.1 A locus plan or aerial photograph at a scale of 1" = 200' which shall show all 
property lines, the exact location of the proposed structure(s), street 
landscape features, dwellings and other structures within three times the 
blade-tip height of the proposed wind facility.  

11.9.2 
proposed structures, site facilities, landscaping etc. 

11.9.3 A color photograph or rendition of the wind facility. A rendition shall also be 
prepared illustrating a view of the wind facility from the nearest street(s).  

11.9.4 The following information must be prepared and signed by a registered 
professional engineer qualified in the field of wind power:  

(a) A description of the wind facility and the technical, economic and other 
reasons for the proposed location, height and design.  

(b) Certification that the wind facility complies with all applicable Federal and 
State standards.  

(c) If applicable, a written statement that the proposed wind facility complies with, 
or is exempt from applicable regulations administered by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), Massachusetts Aeronautics Commission and the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health.  

 
11.10  Nothing in this by-law should be read to regulate the provision of wind 
facilities for an agriculture, aquaculture, silviculture, horticulture, floriculture or 
viticulture land use the primary purpose of such wind facility is to meet the needs 
of said land use on parcels of 5 acres or more as defined in Chapter 40A Section 
3. 
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(d) amend the Town of Dennis Zoning Map on file in the Office of the Town Clerk 
and the Planning 

(By the Planning Board) 
 
FC:     4-2-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 38                                    Zoning Amendment Commercial Solar Energy  
 

To see if the town of Dennis will (a) amend the Dennis Zoning By-law Section 
2.2.2 Use Regulation Schedule to add Subsection 2.2.2.7.i Commercial Scale Solar 
Energy Electrical Generator; (b) amend Subsection 2.2.2.8.f Non-Commercial Scale 
Solar Energy Electrical Generator; and (c) amend Section 5 Definitions to add the 
noted definitions in the appropriate locations. 

Purpose of the Amendment.  The Town of Dennis finds that it is necessary for the 
protection of the public health, safety and welfare to protect Residential Zoning 
Districts from the potential incursion of non-residential, industrial type uses, from 
intrusion into residential zoning districts.  As such, the town proposes to establish 
a threshold upon which a Solar Energy Electrical Generator would be considered 
as a commercial use as opposed to an accessory use.  Consistent with Chapter 
40A Section 3 Non-Commercial Scale Solar Energy Electrical Generators will be 
allowed in any zoning district as accessory uses.  Also, consistent with the stated 
need in Chapter 40A Section 3, to protect the public health, safety and welfare, 
Commercial Scale Solar Energy Electrical Generators, as defined in this Zoning By-
law, will be restricted to specified Commercial Zoning Districts. 
 
(a) amend Section 2.2.2.7 Use Regulation Schedule, Industrial, Utility and Other 
Uses to add new Subsection 7.i Commercial Scale Solar Energy Electrical 
Generator: 
 

PRINCIPAL 
USES 

DISTRICT 

R-40 
R-60 

Quivet 

Pasture  
Resource 
Protection 

District 

RR LB EB GC-I 
GC-II 
GC-III I

DPVC 
Area A 

DPVC 
Area B 
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7. INDUSTRIAL, 
UTILITY AND 
OTHER USES 

i. Commercial 
Scale Solar 
Energy 
Electrical 
Generator 

N N N N N S S Y N N

(b) amend Section 2.2.2.8 Use Regulation Schedule, Accessory Uses to add new 
Subsection 8.f Non-Commercial Scale Solar Energy Electrical Generator: 
 

PRINCIPAL USES DISTRICT 

R-40 
R-60 

Quivet 

Pasture  
Resource 
Protection 

District 

RR LB EB GC-I 
GC-II 
GC-III I

DPVC 
Area A 

DPVC 
Area B 

8.ACCESSORY 
USES 

f. Non-
Commercial Scale 
Solar Energy 
Electrical 
Generator 

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

(C) amend Section 5 Definitions to add the noted definitions in the appropriate 
locations: 
 
Commercial Scale Solar Energy Electrical Generators - Commercial Scale Solar 
Energy Electrical Generators shall mean any Solar Energy Facility which exceeds 
five (5) kilowatts capacity and is designed to produce more than fifty (50) percent 
of its energy for off-site use. 

Non-Commercial Scale Solar Energy Electrical Generators Non-Commercial 
Scale Solar Energy Electrical Generators shall mean any Accessory Solar Energy 
Facility with five (5) kilowatts or less capacity or which exceeds five (5) kilowatts 
capacity and is designed to produce fifty (50) percent or more of its energy for the 
principal on-site use. 

(By the Planning Board) 
 

FC:     6-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
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ARTICLE 39                                   Zoning Amendment Renewable Energy  
 

To see if the town of Dennis will (a) amend the Dennis Zoning By-law Section 
2.2.2 Use Regulation Schedule to add new Subsection 9 Renewable Energy 
Manufacturing Facilities and uses a. through f; and (b) amend Section 5 Definitions 
to add the noted definitions in the appropriate locations. 

(a) amend Section 2.2.2 Use Regulation Schedule to add new Subsection 9 
Renewable Energy Manufacturing Facilities and uses a. through f: 

PRINCIPAL USES DISTRICT 

R-40 
R-60 

Quivet 

Pasture  
Resource 
Protection 

District 

RR LB EB GC-I 
GC-II 
GC-III I

DPVC 
Area A 

DPVC 
Area B 

RENEWABLE 
ENERGY 
MANUFACTURIN
G FACILITIES 

a.  Biodiesel 
Blending Facility 

N N N N N N N Y N N

b.  Fuel Cell 
Energy 
Manufacturing 
Facility 

N N N N N N N Y N N

c.  Geothermal 
Energy System 
Manufacturing 

N N N N N N N Y N N

d.  Photovoltaic 
Energy System 
Manufacturing 
Facility 

N N N N N N N Y N N

e.  Solar Thermal 
Energy System 
Manufacturing 
Facility 

N N N N N N N Y N N

f.  Wind Energy 
System 
Manufacturing 
Facility 

N N N N N N N Y N N

(b) amend Section 5 Definitions to add the noted definitions in the appropriate 
locations: 
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Biodiesel Blending Facility means a facility which blends materials to create a 
diesel fuel substitute consisting of methyl or ethyl esters produced from the 
transesterification of animal or vegetable fats with methanol or ethanol.  Biodiesel 
or biodiesel blends must contain at least 20% biodiesel A biodiesel blending 
facility may also process associated by-products into useable items for market. 
 
Fuel Cell Energy Manufacturing Facility means a site which produces 1 or more 
fuel cells or fuel cell stacks, inverters or other power conditioning units for use in 
fuel cell energy systems.  Fuel cell energy manufacturing shall include fuel 
processors for converting fuel for use in a fuel cell. 
 
Fuel cell means an electrochemical device that uses an external fuel and 
continuously converts the energy released from the oxidation of fuel by oxygen 
directly into electricity without combustion and consists of an anode, a cathode, 
and an electrolyte. 
 
Fuel cell stack means an assembly of fuel cells. 
 
Fuel processor means a device that converts a fuel, including, but not limited to, 
methanol, natural gas, or gasoline, into a hydrogen rich gas, without combustion 
for use in a fuel cell. 
 
Geothermal Energy Manufacturing Facility means a facility that manufactures 
systems designed for the collection of absorbed heat derived from underground, 
in the atmosphere and oceans. 
 
Photovoltaic Energy System Manufacturing Facility means a site which produces 
a solar energy device composed of 1 or more photovoltaic cells or photovoltaic 
modules and an inverter or other power conditioning unit. A Photovoltaic Energy 
System Manufacturing Facility may also produce batteries for power storage or 
an electricity storage device. 
 
Photovoltaic cell means an integrated device consisting of layers of 
semiconductor materials and electrical contacts capable of converting incident 
light directly into electricity. 
 
Photovoltaic module means an assembly of photovoltaic cells. 
 
Renewable Energy Manufacturing Facility shall mean a business engaged in the 
research, development, or manufacturing of biodiesel, photovoltaic, solar-thermal, 
geo-thermal, fuel cell and wind energy systems 
 
Solar Thermal Energy System Manufacturing Facility means a facility involved in 
the production of the components for an integrated unit consisting of a sunlight 
collection device, a system containing a heat transfer fluid to receive the 
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collected sunlight, and heat exchangers to transfer the solar energy to a thermal 
storage tank to heat or cool spaces or water or to generate electricity. 
 
Wind Energy System Manufacturing Facility means a facility involved in the 
production of the components for wind turbines including the production of 
rotors, electrical generators, control systems, inverters or other power 
conditioning units, towers, and blades which uses moving air to produce power. 
 

(By the Planning Board) 
 
FC:     6-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 40      Golf Fees 
 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the first sentence of Article V11, §36-8.1, 
the so-called Fee Limitation By-Law, to exempt all Golf Fees with the exception of Golf 
Membership fees from its application, so that, as amended, the section will read as 
follows:   
 

-law to the contrary, no public facility user fee license or 
permit fee or charge which is authorized by by-law or which may be authorized by by-
law to be set by the Selectmen, excluding all Golf Fees with the exception of Golf 
Membership fees, shall be valid or collected for a fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00) 
or more if an increase in such fee in any calendar year exceeds an amount greater than 
five percent (5%) of the amount effective the previous calendar year, and for a fee of 
less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) if an increase in such fee in any calendar year 
exceeds an amount greater than fifteen percent (15%) of the amount effective the 
previous calendar year, unless, in either event, such amount is set by vote of a Dennis 

or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
 

FC:     6-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
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ARTICLE 41  Non-criminal By-Law Amendment 
 

To see if the Town will vote to amend Chapter 1, §1-3 (Noncriminal Disposition) 
of the Town Code, by deleting the wording in its entirety and replacing it with the 
following: 
 

-3 Fine. 
 For the purpose of this section, each violation of a by-law, rule or regulation 
shall be punished by a fine as provided therein, which shall not exceed three 
hundred dollars ($300.00).  Each day that such violation continues shall 

(By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:     Recommendation to be made at Town Meeting. 
BOS:  5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 42    Marijuana By-law 
 

To se PUBLIC CONSUMPTION 
OF MARIJUANA OR TETRAHYDROCANNABINOL BY- and to amend the Town 
Code by adding to it a new Chapter 49 as follows: 
 

PUBLIC CONSUMPTION OF MARIJUANA OR TETRAHYDROCANNABINOL 
 
49-1    Prohibited Activity 
 No person shall smoke, ingest, or otherwise use or consume marijuana or 
tetrahydrocannabinol (as defined in G.L. c.94C Section 1, as amended) while in or upon 
any street, sidewalk, public way, footway, passageway, stairs, bridge, park, playground, 
beach, recreation area, boat landing, public building, schoolhouse, school grounds, 
cemetery, parking lot or any area owned by or under the control of the Town; or in or 
upon any bus or other passenger conveyance operated by a common carrier; or in any 
place accessible to the public. 
 
49-2 Identification Required 
 Any person smoking, ingesting or otherwise using or consuming marijuana or 
tetrahydrocannabinol in violation of Section 1 of this by-law shall provide to a police 
officer so requesting personal identifying information, including their full legal name and 
address.  Failure to provide such identifying information upon request, or provision of 
false, incorrect or otherwise invalid identifying information, shall be considered a 
separate violation of this by-law.  
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49-3 Violations and Penalties 
 This By-Law may be enforced through any lawful means in law or in equity 
including, but not limited to, enforcement by criminal indictment or complaint pursuant to 
G.L. c.40, Section 21 or by noncriminal disposition pursuant to G.L. c.40, Section 21D, 
by those persons authorized under Section 1-2 of the Town Code, to include members 

The fine for violation of this by-law shall be $100.00 for 
the first offense, $200.00 for a second offense and $300.00 for a third or subsequent 
offense.  Any penalty imposed under this by-law shall be in addition to any civil penalty 
imposed under G.L. c.94C, Section 32L. 
 

And further, that non-substantive changes to the number of this by-law be 
permitted in order that it be in compliance with the numbering format of the Code of the 
Town of Dennis., or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:     5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 43  Private Roads Special Legislation 
 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to seek special 
legislation that would allow for the Town Treasurer to borrow in anticipation of 
reimbursements from betterments assessed in connection with work on private ways 
open to and used by the general public,
Repairs on Private Ways By-law under Chapter 156, Article II, of the Town Code, and 
further, once said legislation is approved, to amend Chapter 156 to include this 
borrowing authorization, or take any other action relative thereto.  
 

(By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:     6-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
BOS:  5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 44:     Wrinkle Point Private Roads Repair 
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available 
funds or borrow a sum of money to make temporary repairs to roads open to and used 
by the general public within the Wrinkle Point Association (which includes Davenport 

and Buckley Road) in West Dennis, pursuant to the provisions of MGL c.80 and the 
-
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2005 Annual Town Meeting under Article 31, and in accordance with the vote of the 
Board of Selectmen on March 28, 2006, declaring that the repairs to said private ways 
are required because of public necessity and convenience, and the owners of said land 
benefited by said temporary repairs shall be assessed their proportionate share of 
betterments, in accordance with Chapter 117 of the Acts of 1997 (Town of Dennis 
Betterment Assessment and Fund Act), or take any other relative thereto. 

(By the Selectmen) 
FC:     6-0-0 to recommend borrowing $205,000 for the article. 
BOS:  5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 45  Wastewater Authorization 
 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to seek special 
legislation that will allow the Dennis Water District to assume the responsibilities for 
sewer and wastewater as defined in Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40N, as 
amended, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
FC:     6-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
BOS:  3-0-1 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 46  Accept MGL Ch.32B, §9D 
 

To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 32B, 
Section 9D, to provide for the Town payment of one-half of the premium costs payable 
by the surviving spouse of an employee or retired employee for group general or 
blanket hospital, surgical, medical, dental or other health insurance, or take any other 
action relative therteto. 
 (By the Selectmen)   
 
FC:     6-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
BOS:  5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  

ARTICLE 47  Accept MGL Ch.32B, 18A 
 

To see if the Town will vote to accept M.G.L Chapter 32B, Section 18A which 
requires that all retirees, who retire after the acceptance of this section, their spouses 
and dependents who are enrolled in Medicare Part A at no cost to a retiree, their 
spouse or dependents, or eligible for coverage there under at no cost to a retiree, his 
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spouse or dependents, be required to enroll in a Medicare health benefits supplement 
plan offered by the Town, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:     6-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
BOS:  5-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 48  Gages Way Planning & Engineering 
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 
funds a sum of money for planning and engineering of Gages Way in South Dennis, or 
take any other action relative thereto. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
 

FC:     6-0-0 to recommend a $10,000 transfer from free cash for the article. 
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  

ARTICLE 49   Sea View Park  
 

To see if the Town will vote to transfer the balance of funds appropriated under 
Article 10 of the September 21, 2004 Special Town Meeting for the acquisition and 
demolition costs associated with Sea View Park in Dennis Port, and reallocate said 
balance to pay for the construction and related costs of said Park. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:      5-0-0 to recommend a transfer of $37,496.14 from Article 10 of the 
September 21, 2004 Special Town Meeting. 
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
 

ARTICLE 50  Free Cash 

To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money from available funds for 
the purpose of reducing the tax rate for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2009. 
 

(By the Selectmen) 
 
FC:     5-0-0 to recommend a transfer of $250,000 from free cash 
BOS:  4-0-0 to recommend the article as printed.  
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And to meet at several precincts in said Town at the following places: 
 
Precinct 1, Dennis, Carleton Hall, 1006 Old Bass River Road 
Precinct 2, East Dennis, Dennis Senior Center, 1045 Route 134 
Precinct 3, Dennis Port, Dennis Public Library, 5 Hall Street 
Precinct 4, West Dennis, 1867 West Dennis Graded School House, 67 School Street 
Precinct 5, South Dennis, Nathaniel H. Wixon School, 901 Route 134 
In said Dennis on Tuesday, the twelfth day of May 2009, at 7:00 a.m. then and there to 
vote for election of the following officers: 
 
One Selectman for three years; one Dennis-Yarmouth Regional School Committee 
Member for three years; one Old Kings Highway Regional Historic District Committee 
Member for four years; and one Dennis Housing Authority Commissioner for five years; 
one Town Clerk for three years and one Constable for one year. 
 
And to vote upon the following questions which appear on the official ballot: 
 

QUESTION 1 
 

Shall the Town of Dennis be allowed to assess an additional $1,100,000 in real 
estate and personal property taxes for the purpose of purchasing and funding the 
following capital equipment and projects:  Replace two (2) six-wheel dump trucks with 
one (1) ten-wheel dump truck, secondary roads, drainage improvements/maintenance, 
sidewalk repairs, and Division Street Outfall Pollution Mitigation, for the Fiscal Year 
beginning July first, two thousand nine? 
 

YES       NO 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
ESTIMATED TAX RATE 

 
Current tax rate:  $5.07 

 
If approved by voters then the estimated FY 10 tax 
rate will be:  
 
Operational budget will decrease the 

rate to:   $4.89 
 

2009- Capital Exclusion -$2,360,000 - Off Tax Rate ($.36) 
 

2010-Capital Exclusion -  $1,100,000 adds -  $0.17 
 

CPA Surcharge of 3% adds   - $0.15 
 

Estimated New Tax Rate w/CPA & 
Exclusion  -  $4.85 per thousand 

 

The above tax rate estimates are based upon actual FY 2009 real estate values 
(as of January 1, 2008). The actual FY 2009 tax rate will be based on values as 
of January 1, 2009.  




