
Applying for a Motor Vehicle or Boat Abatement:  
In order to be eligible for abatement (adjustment of your excise tax bill or a refund/partial refund of taxes paid) of a motor 
vehicle or boat, you must have lost possession of the vehicle and either transferred the registration or canceled it with the 
Registry of Motor Vehicles.  
To apply for abatement, you need three documents:  

1. Something showing what you did with the car 
2. Something showing what you did with the registration 
3. A signed abatement application (can be found on the back of your excise tax bill or on the Town’s website – 

www.town.dennis.ma.us ) 
 What did I do 

with the 
vehicle/boat

? 

I sold it I traded it I junked it 
It was a total loss/ 

an accident 

I registered it in 
another state 

I donated it I gifted it to a 
friend/family 

Copy of the 
bill of sale 
with info 
about the 
vehicle/boat 
(EX: make, 
model, year, 
VIN #) 

Trade in paperwork 
from the dealer that 
includes info about 
the vehicle/boat 
(make, model, year, 
VIN #) 

Receipt from 
the junk yard 
with info about 
the vehicle/ 
boat (make, 
model, year, 
VIN #) 

Letter from 
insurance company 
showing the date of 
loss and info about 
the vehicle/boat 
(make, model, year, 
VIN #) 

A copy of the 
new state’s 
registration with 
info about the 
vehicle/boat 
(make, model, 
year, VIN# #) 

Letter of donation 
including the date of 
donation and info 
about the vehicle / 
boat (make, model, 
year, VIN #) 

A signed letter of 
gift stating the date 
of gifting and info 
about the vehicle/ 
boat (make, model, 
year, VIN #) 

What did I do with the registration 
of the vehicle? 

I cancelled it I transferred the license plate onto 

a new vehicle 

A copy of your plate 
cancellation receipt from 
the RMV 

A copy of your new vehicle’s 
registration showing the license 
plate was transferred to the new 
vehicle 

Please note: Taking your 

vehicle/boat off the 

road does not entitle 

you to abatement. The 

bill is still due in full.  

For boats, cancel your boat registration 
with the Massachusetts Environmental 
Police. Phone: 508-771-8332 

http://www.town.dennis.ma.us/

