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Synopsis 

1. Project Title: Architectural & Consulting Services for Josiah Dennis Manse Preservation & 
Repair                                                                                                       
 

2. Organization Name: Josiah Dennis Manse Committee (JDMC) 

 

3. Amount Requested from CPA funds:  $ 28,358.00 

 

4. Purpose: Historic Preservation of National Register of Historic Places Museum 

 
5. Project site: Josiah Dennis Manse Museum, 61 Whig St., Dennis, MA, 02638 

 

                                                                                      

                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Parcel ID 349-41; 2.6 acres; Zone R40; Old King’s Highway Historic District; Mass. Historic                                                                      

Property DEN.331; National Register Historic Property April 24, 1957 

 

6. Synopsis of Project: preservation & repairs of roof, exterior wood trim, windows, exterior 

door, exterior railing, sloped accessible walkway & adjacent tree trimming with architectural 

plans of existing conditions, code review, regulatory approvals, preservation design plans 

and project budget.  

JDM underwent a major stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration & preservation in 2010 

thanks to the Community Preservation Act and an outpouring of supporting donations from 

the residents of Dennis. Since then, the wooden exterior has been negatively affected by the 

weather, to the extent that there is mold, decay, pest infestation and some leaking. The 

sloped accessible walkway and parking area are no longer ADA compliant.  The purpose is to 

correct these concerns before they become issues of full replacement and structural integrity.  
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Applicant Information: 

7. Project Title: Architectural & Consulting Services for Josiah Dennis Manse Preservation & 

Repair 

 

8. Organization Name: Josiah Dennis Manse Committee (JDMC) 

 

9. Address:  61 Whig Street, Denis, MA 02638 

   Phone: 508.394.7311  (Diane Rochelle, Treasurer) 

   Email: whiskeyboo@comcast.net  

   Website: www.town.dennis.ma.us  (JDMC web page) 

10. Federal Tax Identification Number: EO.46001129 (Town of Dennis) 

 
11. Primary Contact Person & Secondary Person: 

Primary contact:     Diane Rochelle, JDMC Treasurer, 130 Shad Hole Road, Dennis 

Port, MA 02639        Phone:     508.394.7311         email: whiskeyboo@comcast.net 

 

Secondary contact: Richard Roy, JDMC Chair 

43 Nobscussett Road, PO box 887, Dennis, MA 02638    

Phone:   215.205.3930    email: r_e_roy@msn.com 

 

Third Contact: David Talbott, JDMC member, 74 Blackball Hill Road, Dennis, MA 

02638  Phone: 508.385.3031  email: dpmct@comcast.net 

 

11a. Primary Contact Person & Secondary Person who can approve & receive the 

funds: 

Primary contact:     Diane Rochelle, Historical Commission Chair, 130 Shad Hole 

Road, Dennis Port, MA 02639         Phone:     508.394.7311        email: 

whiskeyboo@comcast.net 

 

Secondary Contact: Richard Roy, JDMC Chair 

43 Nobscussett Road, PO box 887, Dennis, MA 02638    

Phone:   215.205.3930    email: r_e_roy@msn.com 

 

Applicant Background 

12. Brief applicant history: the Josiah Dennis Manse Committee is appointed by the Dennis 

Select Board to manage the Josiah Dennis Manse Museum.  

 

13. Names of governing board: Richard Roy, Chair; William Collins, Terrill Fox, Susan 

Kelley, Paula McMurtry, Robert McMurtry, Mary Raycraft, Diane Rochelle, Chris Talbott, 

David Talbott and Jan Ward. 
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14. Summary of comparable projects completed: 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 & 2010 CPC 

grants for restoration of the Josiah Dennis Manse; 2018 & 2019 CPC grants for West 

Schoolhouse Stabilization  

Project Information 

15. Project Concept: to continue to preserve the Josiah Dennis Manse, home of first minister 

of the East Precinct of Yarmouth, Reverend Josiah Dennis. The Manse is now a house 

museum, gifted to the town of Dennis in 1968. There is no fee for admission. Site visits are 

welcome, contact Diane Rochelle to schedule (see contact information above) 

An oversight committee for historic town buildings and structures was formed under 

Dept. of Public Works to recommend and prioritize capital & long-term items, including 

accessibility. This grant application is a direct result of their research, site review and 

deliberation. 

 

16. Project Goals/Objectives: the goal of this project is to be proactive and efficient in the 

protection and preservation of a National Register property with a preservation restriction 

held by Mass. Historical Commission. It will enable all visitors and volunteers to enjoy the 

interpretation of Dennis history with accessibility. It will protect and preserve the historic 

assets within the museum. 

 
17. Describe any legal issues, ramifications, impediments about this project, if any: none 

known 

 
18. Describe how this Project accomplishes the goals & objectives of the CPA: it 

preserves a public museum, originally a home, built ca. 1700, that has been determined by 

the Dennis Historical Commission to be significant to the history & culture of Dennis. It is 

listed on the Mass. Historic Register and NHRP. The project protects historic collections, 

owned by the Dennis Historical Society, which are exhibited in its seven rooms, with 

additional stored in climate-controlled areas of the basement. Dennis history, from the 

1700s to maritime years of the 1900s, is interpreted by volunteer docents in period dress, 

who guide visitors and personalize the exhibits. It ensures continued  interpretation of 

Dennis history and accessibility to present and future generations of all ages.    

 
19. Describe how this Project is relevant to the current & future needs of Dennis: it 

preserves the heritage & historic setting of Dennis and protects this history for current and 

future generations of visitors. The Manse is a seasonal museum, open Tuesdays, Thursdays 

and scheduled Saturdays with permanent and rotating exhibits. Special weekend exhibits, 

like Colonial Day with its early American demonstrations and Christmas with its natural 

decorations, continue to delight our visitors. Each year the School Program brings 4th grade 

students from Ezra Baker School to the Manse to participate in interactive interpretations of 

culinary, maritime, weaving and other educational experiences.  
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20. Describe how this Project relates to the Dennis Local Comprehensive Plan: the 

project preserves & protects the historic resources of Dennis for current and future 

generations of residents and visitors. It supports local, state & federal historic preservation 

priorities.  

 

Project Implementation & Budget 

 

21. Total CPA Funding Request:   $ 28,358.00 

 

22. A Financial Plan: see Attachment #1 for the proposal from Catalyst 

Architecture/Interiors. Architectural documents, reports & photos from the 2010 JDM 

restoration are available for review. Phase 3 (optional) includes all necessary regulatory 

approvals (OKHRHDC, MHC, ADA). Timeline from contract signing to design services 

completion should be between 6 months and a year. The DPW oversight committee will 

review the final design and approve a CPC grant submittal for the project completion. 
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23. Evidence of interest from potential lenders:  N/A 

 

24. List of funding source(s) include private/public/in-kind: private donations and 

volunteer services 

 

25. A five-year income and expense plan for this project, if applicable: N/A 

 

Support Documents 

 

26. Letters of support:  Dennis Historical Commission, Josiah Dennis Manse Committee, 

DHS & JDM Board member 
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27. References: none 

 
28. Other relevant materials specific to the Project:   none  

 
29. Copy of most recent US Income Tax Form 990:  N/A   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 9 of 19                      CPC 2023 Grant Application: Architectural & Consulting Services 
                                            for Josiah Dennis Manse Preservation & Repair  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 10 of 19                      CPC 2023 Grant Application: Architectural & Consulting Services 
                                            for Josiah Dennis Manse Preservation & Repair  

 
Attachment #1 
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