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APPLICATION FOR 

DENNIS COMMUNITY PRESERVATION FUNDS - Calendar Year 2023 

SYNOPSIS 

1. Project Title: Dennis Village Cemetery Preservation & Repairs 

2. Organization Name: Dennis Department of Public Works 

3. Amount Requested from CPA funds:  

      Dennis Village Cemetery 

      Monument Repairs:   $32,100 

      Granite Post:              $5,000 

      Post Rail Fence w/ Paint:        $ 1,000 

      Dennis Village Stone Cleaning  $3,000 

   Total:              $41,100  

   

4. Purpose: Historic Preservation 

5. Project site location: Dennis Village Cemetery, 997 & 997A Old Bass River Road, Dennis 02638 

      997 = 3,490 acres 

997A = 5,500 acres 

Old Kings Highway Regional 

Historic District zoning district: 

residential 40 

6. Synopsis of Project: Continued restoration and cleaning of burial markers, granite posts and 

fence rails in need of stabilization and preservation, especially those that present a public 

liability. 
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APPLICANT INFORMATION 

7. Project Title: Dennis Village Cemetery Preservation & Repairs 

8.  Organization Name: Dennis Department of Public Works 

9.  Address: Dennis Department of Public Works, 120 Theophilus F. Smith Road, S. Dennis, MA 

 02660 

10.  Federal Tax Identification Number: EO.46001129 (Town of Dennis) 

11.  Contact Person(s): 
Primary: Michael Lavin, Director of Public Works 

  Phone: 508-760-6220 E-mail: mlavin@town.dennis.ma.us 

Secondary: Rebecca Smith, Dennis Department Public Works Cemetery Coordinator  

 Phone: 508-760-6220 E-mail: rsmith@town.dennis.ma.us 

lla.  Name of Person Who Will Receive Fund 
             Primary:  Josee Cardinal, Town of Dennis Accountant 

Secondary:  

APPLICANT BACKGROUND 

12.   Brief Applicant history: Department of Public Works will be working with the Cemetery 

 Advisory Committee in making recommendations to the Select Board regarding Dennis 

 cemeteries. The Public Works and Cemetery Advisory Committee reviews cemetery rules and 

 regulations, plans future improvements and is responsive to the interests and concerns of  lot 

 owners as the committee relates to cemetery operations and maintenance. The committee 

 provides guided tours of our historic burial grounds, clean burial stones and offer workshops 

 to educate the public in stone cleaning and cemetery preservation. 

13.   Names of governing board, trustees or directors: Mike Lavin, Jr., Director of Public Works, 

 Thomas OConnor, Deputy Director of Public Works, Cemetery Coordinator, Rebecca Smith; 

 Cemetery Advisory Committee, Diane Rochelle; Chair, Terri Ann Fox, Vice Chair; Boni 

 Heleen; Jane Stevens; Joseph Theroux 

14. Summary of comparable projects completed: 2006 CPC Grant, Cemetery Restoration;

 2008 CPC Grant, 2014 MSC Civil War Preservation Grant; 2018 CPC Grant, South Dennis 

 Congregational Church Cemetery & West Dennis Cemetery Burial Marker Preservation and 

 Repair Grant. 

PROJECT INFORMATION 

15.  Project Concept: To preserve these ancient burial grounds of Dennis in their historic setting and 

 maintain a respectful and safe environment for their visitors. They will forever need to be 

 protected from the effects of the weather. Even though we survey and document the burial 

 markers, once they are damaged beyond repair, they are no more. We must continue our 

 stewardship to preserve our outdoor museum. 
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16.  Project Goals/ Objectives: Our goal in this grant proposal install two new granite posts, four 

 painted post rails, repair 107 fallen stones as a memorial to those buried in Dennis Village 

 Cemetery. This cemetery is an outdoor museum of Dennis history as well a memorial to those 

 buried within their bounds. These stones do more than mark burials, they are "museum 

 exhibits" offering a personal history of the deceased. Epitaphs give us insight into grief. 

 The carved art is a tableau of religious spirituality and eternal hope. This cemetery, located in 

 the heart of Dennis Village, is always open to the public and its historic significance is long 

 documented.  

17.  Describe any legal issues, ramifications, impediments, if any: N/A 

18.  Describe how this Project accomplishes the goals and objectives of the CPA: it provides 

 preservation of a historic resource that is listed on both the State and National Historic 

 Registers as well as considered significant by the Dennis Historical Commission. 

19.  Describe how this Project is relevant to the current and future needs of Dennis: It provides 

 preservation of Dennis heritage, history and setting for generations of today and the future. 

20.  Describe how this Project relates to the Dennis Local Comprehensive Plan: It preserves and 

 protects the setting, heritage and community character of Dennis, serving to instill pride in 

 residents and visitors, both young and old. 

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION & BUDGET 

21.  Total CPA Funding Request: $41,100. 

22. Financial Plan: The preservation & stabilization survey of one of fourteen municipal cemeteries an 

 the largest of the ancient but still active sites, Dennis Village Cemetery is perhaps the most visible 

 and visited cemetery in the Town. The monuments in the cemetery reflect the trends in the 

 perception of death from Puritans to the present providing insight into our recent past as an evolving 

 nation. The long-term integrity of the stones is the most important issues in the care of the ancient 

 cemeteries in Dennis Village.   

   

  The goal of this grant is the continued preservation of this historic resource in the heart of Dennis 

 Village.  

 
 Monument Repairs:    $32,100 

 Granite Post:               $5,000 

 Post Rail Fence:          $ 1,000 

  Total:              $38,100 

  Dennis Village Stone Cleaning   $3,000 

   

  Total Project Budget     $41,100 
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23. Evidence of interest from potential lenders: N/A 

24. List of offending of source(s), include private/public/in-kind: Committee and Community volunteer 

 efforts, Department of Public Works and Town of Dennis support. 

25. For Community Housing Projects: N/A. 

SUPPORT DOCUMENTS 

26. Letter of support: Cemetery Advisory Committee 

27. References: N/A 

Other relevant materials specific to the project: Detailed Project Cost & Photos: 

See attached repair pictures 

The attached pictures only represent a few of the total repairs. 

28. Copy of most recent US Income Tax Form 990: N/A 

29. Certificate of Non-Collusion and application Submitted by: Attached 
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