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SYNOPSIS

1. Project Title: Howes Cemetery Restoration
2. Organization Name: Dennis Hi istorical Society
3. Amount Requested from CPA funds: $57,530.00
4. Purpose: Historic Preservation

5. Project site(s)/location: 48 Bramble Lane, Dennis, 1 acre, Rural Residential R-
40

6. Synopsis of Project.

In 1639, four settlers were given permission to settle land in Mattacheese that
would soon become known as Yarmouth. One settler was Thomas Howes. His land
grant consisted of 100 upland acres plus 26 more of meadow in Nobscussett, now
known as Dennis. The Howes Cemetery, lying in the Old Kings Highway Historic
District surrounded on three sides by conservation land, is situated on part of the
original farm and accessible via a short footpath from Bramble Lane. The Cemetery
is enclosed on 3 sides by a beautiful stone wall hand crafted by David Howes in
1879 from varied-sizes of rough granite ashlars. The Cemetery contains more than
170 burial sites all laid out with headstones and many associated Jfootstones.
Thomas Howes and many of his descendants rest here. In colonial times, more
residents of the town had the Howes surname than all other surnames combined.

Because of the historical importance of this site to the town of Dennis, a three part
project is being proposed. The first part (Pg. 10 photos) will be to preserve the grave
markers via needed cleaning. Currently many of the inscriptions are no longer
legible nor can the carving styles be readily identified. This will also include
restoring and repairing the broken markers. The second part (Pg. 11 photos) will

be to repair and preserve the 1879 iron gate that opens into the cemetery. And the



third part (Pg. 12 photos) will be to clear trees and unwanted vegetation both within
and along the 4 stone walls that can cause damage to the markers.

APPLICANT INFORMATION
7. Project Title: Howes Cemetery Restoration

8. Organization Name: Dennis Historical Society

9. Address : P O Box 607, South Dennis, MA 02660, 508-385-2232,
infotidennishistoricalsociely, o1z

10. Federal Tax Identification Number 04-2624 741

11. Contact Person: Robert W. Poskitt, Project Mgr., 248 Main St., South Dennis, MA
02660 : 508-394-0310: BobPoskiffacomeast.nel

APPLICANT BACKGROUND
12. Brief Applicant History

The Dennis Historical Society, Inc. is an educational organization established to stimulate an
interest in local history, to promote scholarly effort, to foster the continued collection and
preservation of historical data and material, and to cooperate with individuals and other
organizations having similar interest.

The Dennis Historical Society was formed in 1963 to accept gifts of Dennis-related artifacts
for use in the 1801 Jericho House Museum, built for sea Captain Theophilus Baker, which
was presented to the town in 1 962. Our scope increased in 1967 when the town purchased the
1736 Josiah Dennis Manse, home of the first settled minister of the town.

Both the 1736 Josiah Dennis Manse and the 1867 West Dennis Graded School have
preservation restriction agreements between the Town of Dennis and the Massachuseits
Historical Commission to ensure both the architectural and historic integrity of these
buildings. ‘

Town appointed commiltees manage three of the four museums....The Josiah Dennis Manse,
the Jericho House, and the West Dennis Graded School. Most of the collections in these
museums are owned by DHS. The fourth museum, the Rose Victorian, is wholly owned and
operated by DHS. Some parts of the collection in the first three museums are on private loan
or actually owned by the town. Each museum is operated by a commitiee whose chairperson is
on the DHS Board of Directors, ensuring schedule and activity coordination between all
events.



DHS maintains a library at the West Dennis Free Public Library. DHS also operates a
continuously expanding web-accessible Digital Archive.

13. Names of governing board, trustees or directors

DENNIS HISTORICAL SOCIETY, P.O. BOX 607, SOUTH DENNIS, MA 02660
EXECUTIVE BOARD 2016

ELECTED OFFICERS UNTIL 2017

PRESIDENT:

Betsy Harrison, P.O. Box 1157, (50 Sea Street) East Dennis, 02641 508-258-0468,
bwharris2009@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENTS:

Terri Fox, 162 Center Street, South Dennis, 02660-3744 508 760-0433, terrifox1@comcast.net
David Talbott, 74 Black Ball Hill Road, Dennis, 02638 508 385-3031, dptmct@comcast.net
TREASURER:

Larry Symington, 63 Black Ball Hill Road, Dennis, 02638 508 385-8587,
symingtoni1@comcast.net

ASSISTANT TREASURER:

June Howes. 58 Scarsdale Road, Dennis, 02638 508 385-9308, pihowes@verizon.net
CLERK/RECORDING SECRETARY:

Bonnie Hempel, 52 Wild Hunter Road, Dennis, 02638 508 385-2366, bhempel@comcast.net
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY:

Ruth Derick, P.O. Box 281 (51 Searsville Road), South Dennis, 02660 508 398-3183,

bderick37 @comcast.net

ELECTED DIRECTORS

UNTIL 2018:

Virginia Devine, 65 Hippogriffe Road, Dennis, 02638 508 385-4441, JIN41@comceast.net
Mary Kuhrtz, P.O. Box 1082, (36 School Street), East Dennis, 02641 508 385-4978,
mkuhrtz@aol.com

UNTIL 2017:

Bo Durst, P.O. Box 802 (29 Center Street), East Dennis, 02641-0802 508-385-2294,
durstoncape29@aol.com

UNTIL 2016:

Patricia Corcoran, P.O. Box 937, (19 Perkins Way), Dennis, 02638 508 385-3012,
pcorcorani8@comcast.net

Robert Poskitt, 248 Main St., South Dennis, 02660 508-394-0310, bobposkitt@comcast.net

APPOINTED DIRECTORS (terms determined by organizations represented)

DENNIS HISTORICAL COMMISSION: Diane Rochelle, 130 Shad Hole Road, Dennis Port,
02639 508 394-7311, whiskeyboo@comcast.net

JERICHO HISTORICAL CENTER & MEMBERSHIP: Dawn Dellner, 160 Main Street, South
Dennis, 02660-3603 508-237-6954, dawn.dellner@comcast.net

JOSIAH DENNIS MANSE: Terri Fox, 162 Center Street, South Dennis, 02660-3744 508 760-
0433, terrifox1@comcast.net



WEST DENNIS GRADED SCHOOLHOUSE: Phyllis Horton, P.O. Box 275 (One Gage's Lane),
Dennis Port, 20639 508 394-0017, pmrhorton@aol.com

ROSE VICTORIAN: Patricia Sakellis, 18 Lower County Rd. Dennis Port, 02639 508 398 9626,
psakellis@comcast.net

CURATOR/ARCHIVIST: Phyllis Horton, P.O. Box 275 (One Gage's Lane), Dennis Port, 20639
508 394-0017, pmrhorton@aol.com

PHOTOGRAPHER: Richard Howes, P.O. Box 904 (29 Corporation Road), Dennis, 02638 508
385-3528, handyman57@verizon.net:

LIBRARIAN: Ruth Derick, P.O. Box 291 (51 Searsville Road), South Dennis, 02680 508 398-
3183, bderick37@comcast.net

ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN: Paul Lapense, 32 Bliscott Avenue, South Yarmouth, 02664 508
398-0536, Lstar1011@yahoo.com

PROGRAMS: Co Chairs - Virginia Devine, 65 Hippogriffe Road, Dennis, 02638 508 385-4441,
JIN41@comcast.net Betsy Harrison, P.O. Box 1157, {50 Sea Street} East Dennis, 02641 508-
258-0468, bwharris2009@gmail.com

PUBLICITY: Vacant

TECHNOLOGY: Peter Howes, 58 Scarsdale Road, Dennis, 02638 508 385-9308,
pjhowes@verizon.net

DIRECTOR AT LARGE: Jan Ward, 61 Nobscusset Road, Dennis 02638 508.385.5651,
JowardS@comeast net

14. Summary of comparable projects completed

Dennis Manse Restoration (2009 CPA grant)
Dennis Manse Restoration (2010 CPA grant)
Oil Paintings Conservation (2013 CPA grant)
UV framed glass protection (2013 CPA grant)
DHS Historical Archive (2006-2014 CPA grants)

PROJECT INFORMATION
15. Project Concept

The Howes Cemetery is among the most historic sites not only in the town of Dennis but
throughout Massachusetts. Its setting is enhanced by the fact that three sides are abutted by
Conservation Lands that have always been part of the original Howes Land Grant of 1 639.

In a few short years the whole country will be celebrating the 400° anniversary of the landing
of the Pilgrims to these shores. With that anniversary there will be a new wave of interest in
visiting historic places on the Cape linked to those early Pilgrim settlers. The Howes Cemetery
is definitely one of those important Cape sites of early settlers from the original Plymouth
Plantation.  This project will insure that (1) the names and dates on the gravestones will be
fully legible, that (2) the 1 879 entrance gate will be functional and fully reconditioned, and
that (3) the overall vegetation and trees will be trimmed back as needed to provide access for
all visitors to the site.

Three very qualified vendors have been asked to provide initial bids on the above three areas
of work. All have an outstanding track record in the historic areas of Dennis and
surrounding communities.



16. Project Goals / Objectives

The major goal of this project is to thoroughly survey, clean, and stabilize the grave markers
in the Howes Cemetery so they can be seen, studied, and enjoyed by all visitors. Based on

successful work done on tombstones in historic area cemeteries, a non-toxic biodegradable
product known as D/2 will be used exclusively. It is a basic (ph of 9.5) ammonium solution
with surfactants to enhance cleaning capabilities on granite, limestone, and marble. A

number of gravestones are also broken and will need to be repaired and preserved.

The 1879 iron gate into the cemetery will be repaired and preserved as several parts including
finials have been broken off and have been lost over the years. The gate will actually be
removed for work at the vendor’s facility. That will include sand blasting all components,
manufacturing new custom castings to replace broken and damaged pieces, and replacing
damaged and rusted rail sections along the bottom of the structure. A final zinc coat primer
will be applied together with epoxy and urethane for the best long term preservation of the
gate.

Vegetation will be cleared as needed both within and along the stone walls as trees have grown
{00 near the markers and dead limbs pose as potential hazards. All this work will be
accomplished by contractors who have proven records in historic preservation and
conservation in the Dennis community. The Project Manager will also be personally involved i
in all aspects of the work to insure the highest level of sensitivity to the environment, the |
abutting neighbors, and the historic legacy of this property. |

This project will go out to bid through the Dennis Department of Public Works to insure equal
opportunity and minimum wage specifications.

17. Describe any legal issues, ramifications, impediments about this project, if any. None
known
18. Describe how this Project accomplishes the goals and objectives of the CPA

This project fully meets the goals and objectives “for the acquisition, preservation,
rehabilitation, and restoration of historic resources” as stated in Section 5(b) (2) of the
community Preservation Act.

This project also meets the goals and intent of History Sections 1,2,5,6, and 7 in the
document..... Town of Dennis Community Preservation Committee Application and
Criteria.

19. Describe how this Project is relevant to the current and future needs of Dennis

This project supports and expands the commitment of the Dennis Historical Society to make
local history more available and visible to both residents and visitors. As more is uncovered
about the accomplishments of the Howes family members in the cemetery, more interest

develops to visit the cemetery and enjoy the peaceful wooded setting. Both professional and



amateurs historians along with interested family descendants of those interred will now be
able to clearly define the inscriptions for genealogical research. Even the artistry of the early
stone cutters can be better seen and studied once the cleaning is completed. This work also
insures that the highest respect continues to be placed on those individuals who are interred
there.

20. Describe how this Project relates to the Dennis Local Comprehensive Plan

This cemetery evokes civic pride in the heritage and preservation of Dennis history.

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION & BUDGET

21. Total CPA Funding Request
TOTAL REQUESTED FUNDING :  $57,530.00

979. A Financial Plan, which must include: A line item project budget

Proposals have been submitted by three proven vendors who have done extensive work on
historic sites in the greater Dennis area. The first one is Gravestone Services of New England
(Pg. 13) for restoring the gravestones. The second is DeAngelis (Pg. 14) for repair and
restoration of the original cast iron cemetery gate. The third is Lavelle Tree Service (Pg. 15)
for up to 3 days of work for needed tree and vegetation removal. To insure that adequate
funding is requested to carry out the much needed work, a 10% contingency has been added to
these three proposals.

Line Item Budget

Restoration, Rehabilitation, Preservation and Protection of
Up to 120 Gravestones $27,500.00

Restoration, Preservation and Protection of the 1879 Cemetery Gate $15,800.00

Tree Pruning and Removal plus overall Vegetation Trimming $9,000.00
TOTAL $52,300.00
(plus 10% contingency) 5,230.00
TOTAL REQUESTED FUNDING $57,530.00



23. Evidence of interest from potential lenders NA
24. List of funding source(s), include private/public/in-kind NA
25. For Community Housing Projects, a “sources and uses of funds” exhibit NA

SUPPORT DOCUMENTS

26. Letters of support from community organizations or other such sources (no more than five)
See Pages 16 & I7.

27. References (no more than three)

28. Other relevant materials specific to the Project; See Pages 13, 14, &15 for vendor
proposals.

29. Copy of most recent US Income Tax Form 990, where appropriate NA

30. Certificate of Non-Collusion (Provided herein)



CERTIFICATE GF NON:COLLU: SION. -

The undersioned c:i'ﬂlﬁes wader pcml:ms of pe;‘jnan That !{m propagst fins
heen muds and submitied 14 good fith s and without collusion or frand w itls any
pihar persnn. A8 wacd fa this certification, (he word “persen” shall mean any
natural persen, husiness mrtmm!m corporation, uniet commiitee, el or

- pther arganization, entity, ov gronp of isdividunts,

g—DDeiiéZ W_fHarve *?m/;WM LM
'?Qﬂ};;m?ﬂ/ ﬂv/fjﬁ‘- ﬁi%‘j %f ;, f‘”y/%wé,

Jén/)uo ym%onca/ Joazﬁuf y

{Naie if earqam‘.mm.rﬁ e BESiasst

55%,; Waten /7’@{/‘!90.&0 E@ gé/

((?n;am*aum{’ Preum*m 4 !:C} ar e‘egaii;' :mffwrfzz’d ugz,’m*} o .Sl;:m:!uw

SN

§Bate af Signature)




Howes Cemetery |
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i _ :
Gravestone Services of New Engl
Gravestane Services of New England, LLC . H
14 Edinburgh Drive : _ ESt.lma.te
Bedford, NH 03140 DATE. . | ESTIMATE#.
(603)4T2-5274 04/06/2016 1.1.18 7
Kai@(GravestoneServices.cotn EXP. DATE.
http'.#GravmloneSer\dces.com r“"f T
(ADDRESS_
Robert Poskitt
Dennis Historical Saciety
PO Box 607
Soulh Dennis, MA 02660 USA
GUANTITY| RATE | AMOUNT

Conservation&Repair 27.500.00

B RIS T DTl et Pl LI

0.00

Documentation

wophetire aped R R

ACCEPTED BY ACCEPTED DATE

EIN: 46-1639953 Confidenlial
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FABRICATION | RESTORATION

April 14,2016

Dennis Historical Commission
c/o Mr. Robert Poskitt

248 Main Street

South Dennis, MA 02660

RE: Restoration of Historic Entrance Gate — Howes Cemefery, Dennis, MA

Dear Robert,

Pursuant to our recent site meeting, I am pleased to provide you with the following proposal to perform
restoration work on the historic double leaf entrance gate.

Following is our recommended protocol for the restoration of the gate:

e Photograph and document existing condition of each gate leaf.

e Remove gate and transport to DeAngelis Iron Work, Inc. in South Easton, MA.

o Sandblast all components to bare metal and dispose of lead contaminated materials in an
environmentally safe manner.

e Manufacture new custom castings (to exacily replicate existing castings) to replace
missing / damaged castings

e Disassemble 2-piece horizontal rail where rust jacking / loss of rail section is evident
(between picket castings and diamond shaped castings about 87 up from bottom:of gate:
Jeafs). Clean / replace / reassemble rails as required.

e Apply premium paint system consisting of one coat zinc rich primer, onc coat hi-build
epoxy, and one coat aliphatic urethane finish paint. (Note: This paint system is the
same system applied to the fence and gates surrounding Harvard Yard when they
were restored by DeAngelis Iron Work, Inc. in the late 80°s / early 90°s.)

e Deliver and reinstall restored gate, adjust for proper operation and touch up finish paint.

Cost to provide materials, labor, equipment and supervision as required to perform above restoration protocol:
Cost: $15,800.00

Notes/Exclusions:
« Prices exclude any applicable permits, fees, etc.
e Excludes all masonry work
« Excludes any temporary protection / security measures
e Existing iron pintels (embedded in granite piers) to be prepped and repainted on site.

pri



Lavelle Tree Service
31 Cobb Ave

Estimate

YarmouthPort, MA 02675-2432 _
T (508) 362-2608/F (508) 362-7649 DATE ESTIMATE #
LaveiieTreeService@Comcast.net
4/11/2016 771

Bob Poskiit :

248 Main Street

South Dennis, MA 02660

AMOUNT

DESCRIPTION

Dennis Historical Howes Family Cemetery 48 Bramble Lane Dennis, MA

cemetery stone walls/Prune

behind Thomas Howes Memorial
$3,000 per day fee not to exceed 3 Days

Remove split - rotted Pine before entrance/Clear any dying - dead - or overhanging limbs surrounding
dead wood from frees inside cemetery/Thin out back area of cemetery for further

evaluation of lost headstones/Clear small path for walking (leaving Cedars)fRemove Oak sucker growth from

0.00

AFTER AGREEMENT OF FINAL COST PLEASE SIGN & RETURN (1) ONE
COPY

Total




May 2, 2016
Town of Dennis
Community Preservation Committee

Ladies and Gentlemen:

On behalf of the Howes Family Association, I request your support for
this proposal that will completely renovaie the historic Howes Family Cemetery
on Bramble Lane. This is the resting place of Thomas Howes and his wife Mary
who were one of the first three families settling in this area, granted land by the
King of Bngland to establish farms t0 support the anticipated new seftlers from
England.

This cemetery is a key historic location in the Town of Dennis, and much
of the land in the Dennis Village area was an original part of this historic Grant. It
is these humble tombstones that are the foundation of the Howes Family in
America, the roots of their expansion throughout the Cape and Westward to the
Pacific.

The Dennis Historical Society is proposing a team of known experts in
their knowledge and restoration of other Dennis cemeterics and who have the
support of able contractors. I believe that this project will restore one of the major
historic locations in the Town, adding to the sites available to townspeople and
visitors alike.

Your support of this project will restore one of the truly historic locations
in Dennis and the foundation of one of the original settier families of Cape Cod.

Sincerely,
Peter D. Howes

Director,
Howes Family Association
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May 1, 2016

Community Preservation Committee

| am writing this letter to encourage you to fund the needed
improvements for the Howes Cemetery on Bramble Lane. The Dennis
Historical Society has graciously undertaken the responsibility to assess

the work to be done, apply to you for funding, and manage the project
once it is approved.

As part of the leadership of the Howes Family Association, | know the
importance of keeping good records. And for the Howes Family, some
of the most important records are the names and dates of those on the
tombstones in this cemetery. With close to 400 years of history tied to
the Howes Family, these tombstones are also of importance to the
whole Dennis community. This project will not only repair the broken
tombstones, but clean the remaining ones, repair the 1879 entrance
gate, and clean up the area vegetation that is encroaching on the site,

The Howes Cemetery is one of the most well preserved and beautiful
historical sites in the community. By supporting the much needed work
you will help insure that residents and visitors wiil be able to enjoy a
visit to this cemetery for many years to come.

Thank you for your support.

Yo &"/7' ““'L"‘L'\!\,..._J QJ’ N i}:w%d?_’:ﬂ,&“iﬁﬂj
Nancy Howes
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