
 

  

 

 Town of Dennis 
Health Department 

 

Kristen M. Keller 
Health Director 
 

 Tel: (508) 760-6158 
Fax: (508) 394-6289 

 

685 Route 134, South Dennis, MA 02660 

As many of you may already be aware, State health officials have been categorizing cities and towns as 

red, green, yellow or grey based on population and the daily rate of Covid-19 cases.  As of Thursday, 

December 31, 2020, more than half of the 351 cities and towns in MA were placed in the high-risk 

category, including the Town of Dennis.  Currently, Dennis has 47 active cases.  The number of active 

cases in Dennis has almost doubled since I last addressed the Select Board at their December 15, 2020 

meeting This trend is consistent with the current trend across the State and regionally in Barnstable County 

as well, where new case numbers remain high and have again begun to escalate.  The 7-day average in 

Barnstable county is above 90 new cases a day with a test positivity rate in excess of  5 %, which is higher 

than the prior 2-week period.  In addition to rising case numbers, hospitalizations and fatalities have also 

increased significantly since the second week in November and remain elevated.  In response, CCH and 

Falmouth Hospital have suspended visitation of inpatients and also suspended non-essential surgeries and 

elected procedures.  Several school districts are also dealing with increased confirmed and probable cases, 

with many School Districts moving to 100% remote learning following the completion of the holiday 

break.  Here in Dennis we have also reinstated our weekly Emergency Operations Team meetings.  

On December 26, 2020, the Governor implemented a temporary roll-back in the State’s re-opening plan, 

further limiting occupancy for many indoor and outdoor activities.  As a result of this temporary roll back 

by the State, the change in risk category in Dennis, to red, will have no immediate impact on workplace 

safety standards or limitations applicable for local businesses at this time.     

Testing locations for symptomatic and asymptomatic individuals are open in Falmouth at the Fairgrounds, 

in Hyannis at the Melody Tent and on the outer cape in Wellfleet, Harwich port and 

Provincetown.  Individuals must call ahead for an appointment. Specific information regarding 

registration for testing at these sites is available on the Town of Dennis website.   

The State continues to develop their plan for vaccination.  Phase 1 vaccinations are underway at this time 

including vaccination of healthcare workers and older adults living in skilled nursing facilities/congregate 

care settings.  Next week, Phase 1 continues with vaccination of our First Responders.  This phase of 

vaccinations for First Responders in the Mid, Lower and Outer Cape regions is being organized by the 

County.  Individuals in this category of eligible recipients who wish to schedule an appointment for 

vaccination will be asked to do so in advance. Vaccination planning currently also includes State-wide 

messaging to residents regarding the safety and efficacy of the vaccine.      

Residents are urged to continue to follow the current orders and advisories, including the mandatory face 

covering order, travel advisories, gathering limitations, and the stay at home advisory.     
 


