
 
MEMORANDUM 

 

Kristen Keller, Health Director 
Town of Dennis | 685 Route 134 | South Dennis, MA 02660 

508.760.6158 | fax 508.394.6289 

Current Public Health Data for Barnstable County shows that new cases per day remain in the mid to 
upper single digits but are subject to spikes. Positive test results are increasingly being seen among 
asymptomatic individuals.  
 
This will likely to be our new normal for the fall and winter as kids return to in-class school attendance 
and as our population's activities increasingly turn indoors due to colder weather.   
 
The Town of Dennis is monitoring 3 active COVID cases at this time. To date, there have been 111 
confirmed cases of COVID-19.  
 
The MDPH Safer at Home Advisory as well as the Governors orders for face coverings and travel remain 
in effect.  
 
Phase 3, Step 2 of the Governors reopening plan began yesterday October 5th for all lower risk 
communities in MA. Lower risk means any city or town that has had an average daily incidence rate of 8 
or fewer cases per 100,000 residents as recorded in each of the three most recent 14-day measurement 
periods published by the MDPH. 
 
Restaurant guidance has been updated. The size of a seated party has been increased to 10. Bar seating 
is now permitted with restrictions. Laminated, reusable menus can be used as long as they are sanitized 
between each use.  
 
Also, during Step 2 of Phase 3 within lower risk communities, a limited number of additional business 
sectors will be eligible to reopen with restrictions, including Indoor performance venues. Outdoor 
performance venue capacity has been increased.  
Arcades and indoor and outdoor recreation businesses are now allowed additional activities with 
capacity limits.  
Fitting rooms are permitted to open in all retail stores. Gyms, museums and libraries are also permitted 
to increase capacity to 50%. 
 
Also, the gathering order has been revised, except as noted in any sector specific guidance.  
The limit for indoor gatherings remains at a limit of 25 people for all communities.  
 
Outdoor gatherings at private residences will remain at a maximum of 50 people for all communities. 
 
Outdoor gatherings at event venues and in public settings will have a limit of 50 people in phase 3 step 
1 communities, and a limit of 100 people in lower risk, phase 3 step 2 communities.  
 
For all gatherings over 10 people, indoors or outdoors, all persons over the age of 5 shall wear a face 
covering where individuals other than those in the same household will be in attendance.  
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As a reminder, all COVID-19 prevention and mitigation standards apply to all activities in Massachusetts, 
including Halloween activities.  

• Wear a face mask or face covering. Observe good hand hygiene, especially before eating candy. 
Refrain from touching your face. 

• Stay home and refrain from Halloween activities, including handing out Halloween treats, if:  
o you feel unwell; 
o you have tested positive for COVID-19; 
o you have been exposed to someone with COVID-19; or 
o you have traveled to or from a state that is not classified as lower risk within the last 14 

days.  For more information on lower risk states, please see the state’s COVID-19 Travel 
Order webpage.  

• Maintain social distancing of at least 6 feet of physical distance from all other participants who 
are not members of the same household. 

In addition, the MDPH is recommending that residents follow additional guidance released by the CDC, 
not only for Halloween but all other Holiday celebrations which can be found on their website.   

 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-travel-order
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